CHAMPLAIN VALLEY HISTORIC REENACTORS
2nd Vermont Volunteer Infantry, Co. A;

Ist Vermont Cavalry, Co. K;
Vermont Brigade Field Dressing Station

and associated Green Mountain Citizens

% " &

Please reply to Mike Frisbie 4@risbiecomcast.s@net
on both itemss soon as possible.




1. DOROTHY ALIBRARY -WILLISTON LIVING HISTORY ILING

The Library has received a grant to put towaasvities surrounding the 150th
Anniversary of the Civil War. They would like us pack a Saturday in October to
present. They can be flexible on the Saturday vee®h and the timeframe as well. We
are thinking of something like 12:00 - 3:00. We lraking for an interest level on this
before Mike commits to them.

2.NEW CVHRI SHIRT ORDER

We are thinking about ordering more shirts. A$ fhoint we need to know what the
interest level is before we place the order. Theaswould have the same info on them,
just the logo on the front will be a small logo otiee left chest. The cost will remain the
same T-shirts are $12.50 for small - large, $1400@x. Long sleeve t's are $16.00 for
small - xI, 2x will be $17.50.

Thanks go out to all that attended the Champlafalley Fair. The opening
ceremonies was a huge success and we won a blumnitand $2.00 for being the best
group in the parade!

We did see quite a few folks, handed out a lot ngimess cards and tri-folds.
Thanks to Dan Celik, Laurie Celik, Carl Sahre, ogood Governor Fairbanks (Bill
McKone), John Peterson, Mike Frisbie, Mark Eastma@harlie Boisvert, Robin
Severy, Tim Boutin and Jim Napier. Also to Mark’sife for being our photographer
and hanging with us the entire day.

| appreciate all that you did and for giving up yotime.

2" Sgt. Jim

— September 15— 18"
~ John Grof
vicrag@@somecast.net

The Tunbridge World’s Fair will be held Tsday September hrough Sunday
September 18 This event is 4 days and the small encampmeifiteco€VHR on Antique
Hill has a constant flow of people, literally inetthousands. Thursday is Agricultural
Education Day and many, many school children cqrmyiding a great chance for the
CVHR to provide insight to Vermont's role in thev@iWar, and the life of men &
women during the war. There can’'t be enough saitlihe Tunbridge World’s Fair is an
institution and there are some incredible sights sounds to be had.

The people you meet at the Fair come frorwalks of life and you never know who
you will speak with, whether it is a farmer who lzadirect relative who served in a
Vermont regiment, a Marine who served in the Patifeater during WWII, or some of
Vermont's celebrities and politicians. It is alseat to interact with the other folks



working on Antique Hill, such as the storekeepkdies cooking, machinists,
blacksmiths, musicians, woodworkers, and of cotlisecider-makers.

To get a sense of the Fair, you can checkhautfficial web site at
http://www.tunbridgefair.com/ or a great video médgyeSeven Days last year at
http://www.7dvt.com/2009tunbridge-worlds-fair

There is a need for a dozen plus volunteecever the 4 days, from a few hours to a
few days, and any time at the Fair is well worthPiease contact thelst Sgt. Croft at
cvhri@comcast.net or via telephone at (802) 8790934%e added to the Roster.

September 1%

Michael Blakeslee
vtinf@gmavt.net

Chaplain Blakeslee was contacted and agreed &md speak to the Bristol Historical
Society. This is an opportunity to talk about theilGVar and what we do to a group of
folks who also have a passion for keeping histtweas we do. They may be just doing
it on a smaller scale and focusing on Bristol bet$ame passion is there. Let the good
Chaplain know if you are able to give him a harat #vening, the experience will be
well worth it.

September 22

~Mike Frisbie
4Frisbies@comcast.net

A dedication ceremony for the new historic roddginarker, indicating the muster site
for the 5th VT Regt. is planned for 11 AM on SaaydSept 24th on the lawn of the
Vermont Federal Credit Union on Route 7, just atibotiles north from the center of St.
Albans. We are hoping that some of the 2nd VT Regtd be on hand to fire a salute to
honor the men and boys of the 5th as they marcfied war 150 yrs ago.

November 14
~Steve Smith
stevooo99@gmail.com
_ Suzanne Furst of the Colchester Historical Sodiatyasked if CVHRI would be
interested in about a 2 hour presentation MondayeNter 14 at their meeting at the
restored Colchester Town Hall or Church, (Locatmibe determined.) at 7pm. Please let
Steve know if you can make it!
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September 6 - Drill at Cpl Hendee’s, Starksboro, VT

September 18' — 18" Tunbridge World’s Fair, Tunbridge, VT

September 18- Bristol Historical Society

September 17-19 - Saratoga, NY 5th Annual Sargspgengs Civil War Living History
Encampment at Hist@ongress Park

September 16— 18" Lewis, NY

September 23— 258" — German Flats, NY

September 30— October ¥ - Old Mill Village, PA

October:

October &' - Drill at Cpl Hendee’s, Starksboro, VT

November 14 - Indoor Presentation Colchester Hsb6Society, Colchester, VT
October 14 — 16th Cedar Creek — Middletown, VA

November:

November 8 - Boy Scouts Veterans Day Parade

November 1% - Colchester Historical Society

November 18 - Remembrance Day Parade Gettysburg, PA

December:
December 10 Annual Meeting, Middlebury VT 9:00

UEL AUTO

| read a lot of books about the South. It's adaiope | now that somehow reading about
the same battle over and over will somehow produdiferent outcome. It never does of
course. Being from the South doesn’t make it aniebdt makes it worse providing what
| suppose is only just context. Reading about tensps and the heat and bugs comes
alive that much more when you can feel it becaasergmember slogging through it
yourself. It doesn’t matter that it was 150 yearsoved.

So, it's the same feeling reading about Faullsertruder in the Dust and imagining



being on the edge of Pickett's Field before thtdftd charge. Even today a visit to
Gettysburg and the eventual visit to that field esmkne wonder what it could be like if
we only could go back in time. However interestihgt might be the result would be the
same. It wouldn’t change one little bit. That idagss something was different.

Which is why | suppose at first glance the pietaf Robert E Lee standing in the
doorway and holding an AK-47 is appealing. Now hergeomething different. Could one
AK-47 make a difference? Probably not. How abotltausand or so or even a few
hundred? Now that would be no question.

This is the premise behind Harry Turtledove’'slhdduns of The Southrhat these
repeaters are delivered to the Confederate armigse to change the course of the war.
It's too late to affect Gettysburg but in Turtle@ds prose Grant gets a nasty surprise in
the Wilderness and Bedford Forrest runs amok ost.\vifethis was all it really was
though just the Confederates kicking a little Yamlass in a most decisive way, then even
| would probably find it extremely boring in suchop sided duel. The book though is
just about 560 pages long and on page 180 we dibel soldiers tramping down Vermont
Avenue on the way to the White House. So, what éapn the rest of the 2/3rds of the
book?

| history, but it goes without saying that it olves some time travel. Why? Who from a
modern time would like to see the South win, andemmportantly some of the South’s
peculiar institutions survive. won't give away towich of the book in case you might be
so inclined to indulge yourself in some alterndtts interesting how Turtledove treats
this subject because after all it is the basifiefantire book. The South is no doubt very
grateful for the war winning assistance it recejuaat it becomes uncomfortable with the
expectations placed upon it due to that assistdr&@teresting to read the correct
history books to see Southern politicians in no wdlng to consider emancipation until
it was too late, but in an alternate reality orfea@rtindependence is secured they bridle



under the yoke of expectation whereby in ordermtatiaue to receive the benefits of the
future they most adopt certain policies that evey ttan’t stomach.

So, Turtledove develops this thread even incatiug the reality that some Southerners
are all in favor of the new harsh treatments wbileers are not. This produces the two
factions with Lee and Forrest at the head destioedllide in the first Confederate post
war Presidential election. You can determine wisicle is lead by which general. That
shouldn’t be difficult. Marse Robert knows that ®euth with slavery is a pariah among
nations and takes steps to correct this. Alsof apout this time a Time Warner Picture
History Book from 1996 finds its way into Lee’s lisnand for the first time the true
scope of the conspiracy hatched by the time travéteunderstood. This realization
makes for some interesting reading, and accordirigittledove it effects the entire
South. There is a transformation that is plausiblat itself is worth the price of
admission.

On that note | think | will end my version of shale. | think | have left enough detail
out to still make it interesting. For example, &psode on drilling 10 Confederate
troops on how to break down and reassemble an Als-most entertaining. Not to
mention their reaction to full auto.

So, if the correct and academic history bookslsarted to get a little stale, there is
always Guns of the Southbelieve Turtledove has a book on tlié\®ar Between the
States also. By that time the North has gotteovits AK and its time for a little Yankee
payback! Rest assured though that somebody banlkitié ansurance until the South was
capable and strong enough to stand up on its own.

~Susan Brown

Civilians in the Army: Laundresses

Established in 1802, washerwomen, better knowawsdresses, were the first women
to be officially recognized by the Army. They acquamied the Army to the most remote
frontier posts , through the campaigns of the WdBd 2, the Mexican War, Civil War,
Reconstruction and the Indian Wars, before timoepments ended in 1878. Those
already in service were allowed to stay until thetyred. Laundresses were appointed or



dismissed by the company commanders.

US Army regulations allowed 4 women to each canypor roughly 1 to every 19 men.
Only women of good character were allowed to bedaesses, according to the Union
Army’s 1861 ‘Military Hand Book and Soldier’s Manual of Informaibn”. Each
woman had to obtain a “Certificate of Good Chanddtem army headquarters before
she was allowed to assume duty. (With certificateand she was granted an official
status in the Army camps, while other women, intigafficer's wives were given the
status of “camp followers.”).

These women were usually married to an enlistad or might be a relative of one of
the men. They were often poor and uneducated. ide®yved one ration a day, same as a
soldiers, fuel, accommodations and transportatibenitheir company was on the move.
Their accommodations consisted of a tent or shavitich was kept separate from the
soldiers tents, in a spot usually called “soap sads or “suds row”. If she were married
to one of the enlisted men, he would stay with Many of these women had one or
more children to care for as well.

Her pay was determined by the regiments cowfi@dministration. The soldiers would
then pay those rates, for instance, enlisted mghtpiay 50 cents a month with officers
paying more. Some laundresses added to their inbymeending clothes, selling pies or
other treats to the men. Debts to the laundressleiscted by the paymaster,(along with
debts to the government and the sutlers), outeogdidiers pay, before he got it.

Bear in mind that doing laundry in the 1860’'ssww@ easy task.. These women had to
be strong. A 25-gallon empty, oak tub weighed al3&upounds and a laundress needed
two of these. Other items they needed were bucketters, laundry sticks, scrub boards,
soap crates, bluing, ropes, and fire grates.

Clothes were soaked, (if she did not make her vap out of pork fat and wood ashes,
a laundress might buy manufactured soap, whichusaally sold by the pound.) The
washerwoman would then shave the soap into ha@rnt@aimake a paste which was then
rubbed into the clothes. The clothes were stinmnelaot water, that water then poured out.
The clothes were then rinsed, after this they wkeea boiled to rid them of the extra soap
still in them.

White clothes required an extra step called lgluRkepeated washing made the whites
look dull and dingy. The bluing, which was soldpowder or liquid form, added a slight
blue tinge to create the optical illusion of thethllooking brighter and cleaner. The
clothes were then rinsed once again and hung to dry

Laundress’ served in a capacity of more thehwasher women. They brought along
home remedies to treat illnesses and injuries. Bisyserved as a reminder of the home
front and could soothe away some of the homesickiineg was felt by many a man.



Charles Marti
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( PLEASE feel free to send stuff to Sue Brawvredwolf363@aol.comvith anything you
want! We are always looking for info to share!)

One of our in is in the hospit&@heila Coogan awaiting a new heart. If anyone would
like to write to her, the mailing address is: TW¥tedical Center, 800 Washington Street,
Pratt 8, Boston, MA 02111. We all know how impottarail was to the soldiers during
the Civil War, same can be said about now-a-dalgside keep Sheila and her family in
your prayers and send good thoughts her way!

A belatedHappy Anniversary to John & Sheila Coogan August &
A belatedHappy 20" Anniversary to Cindy & Mark Cassidy, August 17th!

Congratulations & Best Wishes to Tyler & Jo Goodrich on their marriage, August
201!

Happy Birthday to Jim Proctor , Mark Cassidy andMat Foley!
Congratulations to Brown Richardson on hisretirement from Peoples United Bank,

formerly Chittenden Bank. Brown worked at the b&mk 38yrs, 8mos! Enjoy every
minute of your retirement!



Elmira Prison (aka "Helmira™) - Commandant of the prison, LolCSeth Eastman

At the beginning of the Civil War, Elmira haddmea military recruiting depot where
soldiers attended basic training, called after w&@dmp Chemung. Camp Chemung was
situated on the Chemung River bank, a mile andaateuwest of the town. The site was
believed to be healthy; it was level, and havirsguady soil, resting on a layer of coarse
gravel a few feet below the surface, affording gaaderground drainage. Good water
was obtained by two wells , and any deficiency sggplied from the river. Latrines and
baths were not at first provided. Drainage was bams of pits dug to the porous subsoil.
The sinks were covered pits, which were filled upew necessary.

The one-story wood structures measured sixtg@mé hundred feet and
accommodated ninety-five to one hundred troops odatbly in each. The ceilings were
just high enough to allow two rows of crudely buitiuble bunks, forty-five to fifty in
each building. Short of expanding each buildingamstructing more, neither of which
was attempted, funded, or authorized by the Federarnment, the maximum capacity
remained at 4,000 with an additional 1,000 to baskd in tents.

The first prisoners arrived at the camp on July854. The prison camp was there for
only 369 days, yet it had the highest death ragecppita, of any prison camp, north or
south, 24 percent. 12,123 Confederate prisonaersapfvere guests at the infamous camp.
Unfortunately 3,000 of these POW's never madetitbue.

As early as July 1864, a number of Elmira citzbad erected an observation tower,
similar to the one at Camp Douglas, outside thepmmd. For the nominal fee of fifteen
cents each, spectators were allowed to climb ubeglatform to observe the POWSs in
their daily activities. In August, W and W Mearsménto direct competition with that
tower by building a similar observatory nearby thas twenty feet taller, charged a
reduced admission of only ten cents, and soldskiments at its base.

There had been many efforts to tunnel out oftieon but only one succeeded. Ten
men, with the help of a few others, successfulbaped. They were John Fox Maull, J. P.
Putegnat, J. P. Scruggs, Shelton, Wash Brown Tigwe&V. Crawford, Cecrops
Malone, Berry Benson, Hickory Jackson, William Téimp

The last prisoners left the camp on July 11, 186%he end of the war, each prisoner
was given a loyalty oath and a train ticket horhe;last prisoner left the camp on
September 27, 1865. The camp was closed, demolaitdonverted to farm land.






