A

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY
HiSTORIC REENACTORS

Co A. 2" Vermont Infantry
Green Mountain Citizens
Co K. 15 Vermont Cavalry
Civil War Medieal Coalition

Grays & Blues of Montreal

! I " #$ HHBBUE&S

" HS%&! ( ) *



November 14
~Steve Smith
stevooo99@gmail.com
_ Suzanne Furst of the Colchester Historical Sodiatyasked if CVHRI would be
interested in about a 2 hour presentation MondayeNter 14 at their meeting at the
restored Colchester Town Hall or Church, (Locatmibe determined.) at 7pm. Please let
Steve know if you can make it!

- December 10

Mark your calendars ! The annual meeting will be held this year on
December 10. The meeting will begin at 9, coffee at 8:30. The meeting will take

place at the lisley Library at 75 Main Street, Middlebury. DUE are due:

Individual are $25.00 and families are $40.00. Please make check out to CVHR
and bring to the meeting with you! Thank you for your helping
advance!

Battle for Shelburne Crossroads-wmay 1s-2o,

2012

~Jim Buell
Jim.Buell@uvm.edu
The planning for Shelburne Crossroads begins. E-mails and snail mail is
currently underway to the re-enacting community as well as school notifications.
As you attend events, please talk up Shelburne Crossroads, we would like to
increase our re-enactor population.
What: Shelburne Crossroads (annual CVHRI living his  tory presentation)
Where: Shelburne, Vermont (we are talking with Shel  burne Farms, at a
minimum we
have Tom Cabot’s property, so pretty much the same location, the
intersection
(crossroad) of Bay and Harbor Rd’s.
When: Friday — Sunday, May 18-20, 2012 Why: Because we love this stuff!
Please start thinking about the event and the part you have played in the past. If
you can pitch in and help Josh and Jim by taking on the task that you normally
have done, that would be great.
Many hands make light work. If you can volunteer to take on other tasks, or step
up to the plate for the first time — we welcome that as well.
Thanks...



Photos by John Peterson



October:

October &' - Drill at Cpl Hendee’s, Starksboro, VT

November 14 - Indoor Presentation Colchester Hsb6Society, Colchester, VT
October 1 — 16th Cedar Creek — Middletown, VA

November:

November 8 - Boy Scouts Veterans Day Parade

November 1% - Colchester Historical Society

November 18 - Remembrance Day Parade Gettysburg, PA

December:
December 10 Annual Meeting, Middlebury VT 9:00




WEARING THE BLUE

Even though the Confederate government took gteps $o distinguish its fighting
troops from those of the Union, the problem ofle&#ld confusion continued to persist
throughout the war. Though our history books viguabel the Civil War as the Blue
versus the Gray, the Confederates had no choic® luse Union blue far more
frequently and often than is most realized. In,fded sky blue kersey wool was the
official designated enlisted color for the Confederarmy for most of the war. The only
thing that prevented the sky blue from being wammwost Confederate troops was its
availability and distribution. To make up for theostfall official orders communicated to
the troops expressly mandated the use of Federalrbaterial and equipment were often
as necessary. At no place can this be seen moreushythan in the west in Bragg's
Army of the Tennessee.

In the winter of 1862-1863 the Commutation periatbag Confederate forces was
coming to an end. With that came numerous exanvpdes the newly empowered
Quartermaster Department was having difficulty legphe troops supplied. Bragg’s
Kentucky troops were described as “poorly shodhior caps, and many without
jackets and none with overcoats.” Just before @dld3of Stones River a soldier from the
339 Alabama described the Army of Tennessee as “rtoegndressed in gray with

many soldiers wearing homespun gray, blue, browb]azk woolen jeans.” The biggest
difficulty therefore was not that Union troops wdee their Confederate counterpart as
one of their own, but rather that the rebel troapse looking to much like guerilla troops
and thus often confused as spies. This so concé&iniesh General Rosecrans in
command of Federal troops at Stones River to opencue dialogue with Confederate
General Bragg. He in fact suggested in a lett@rémg dated December 10, 1862, “to
prevent mistakes otherwise avoidable, that Conégddroops wear a badge of some sort
that would distinguish them from citizens.” Bragggponded in turn by stating that,
“whenever you afford us the facilities to obtaie tiequisite material, we shall be most



happy to make the desired change. In the meantimehall use the best to be procured.”

That procurement reached a new level during théeBat Stones River as Confederate
soldiers confiscated as much Union equipment asilplesand wherever practical. This
included the stripping not only of Union dead bhade of Union wounded as well.
Overcoats and shoes were particularly prized singas winter, but undergarments were
taken as well. Even Confederate casualties wergdphed as well. This practice was
ignored to some degree especially if the soldienglthe plundering was suffering from
the cold and in danger of falling to the elemehiiswever, some Confederate letters and
dairies written at the time made mention of a Iticeablack market trade going on in the
rebel ranks. A Confederate soldier indicated, ithikmearly all exchanged their Enfield
for a Springfield. The old cedar canteens wereetlddr the oval Yankee canteen and
many picked up a good U.S. blanket, a good blatkithae overcoat or shelter half
cheaply from those men who had more than one.”&tere even reports that a Federal
overcoat could sell for $200- $300.

By February 1863 the plundering of Federal blue saextreme that General Rosecrans
was forced to issue General Order No. 10 wherelnféierate prisoners captured so
wearing the blue that they would not be accordecdhttrmal rights of prisoners of war
but instead treated as common spies. Even Genexat @hile campaigning on the
Mississippi was forced to issue an order which laiated that no quarter would be given
to such rebel troops wearing the blue.

Still, regular CSA units were left alone if captdnehile on campaign in a major battle.
One Confederate remarked, “nearly all of the Arrhilorthern Virginia used Federal
issue equipment. Most of the blankets were stanip8das were the oil cloths and
rubber blankets. Pants, under clothing, and ovésceare all in wide use, and as for
myself | only purchased one pair of shoes and faaker 1861.”

Some summary executions of Confederate prisoneasingeUnion garments did occur
though, and as stories filtered through the rarikbese executions, there were occasions
were rebel troops fearing capture discarded theiogarments some subsequently
captured in their underwear or even naked. Ultilgateese executions did nothing to
prevent Confederate plundering of Federal garmamisequipment. Although the
Confederate Quartermaster Department managed Yalpran impressive supply given

its limitations, the use of captured Federal cloghdid occur until the very end of the

war. The need was simply too large and the tengutdtio great.

~John Peterson

Wages During the Civil War Period.



As reenactors we are often asked what a stdghay was during the Civil War.
“Thirteen dollars a month,” means very little withat being put in some sort of broader
context. In a nutshell, unskilled labor at the tstéithe war such as being a farmhand or
stevedore generally paid a dollar a day or les#le8kvorkers earned more depending on
how much training their trade needed. Blacksmitig machinists were at the top of the
more common trades earning something like two dotba more per day.

The following excerpt is frorkveryday Life During the Civil War by Michael J.
Varhola (1999).

While it is difficult to characterize an avera@merican's wages during the Civil War
era-with factors like age, race, geographic locataxcupation, inflation, demand and
gender all playing a role-it is nonetheless possiblget an idea of what many people
earned by looking at a number of specific examples.

Once the war began, inflation caused wagescrease more in the Confederacy than in
the Union states, but Southerners actually tenoé@ve less buying power than people
in the North (e.g., in 1863, a Federal dollar wasttvabout seven Confederate dollars).
Local conditions in some areas, such as labor atpest also affected salaries.

Pay for soldiers, sailors and other military persgimemained fairly static throughout the
course of the war (e.g., U.S. Army infantry, agtijt and cavalry privates earned $13 per
month in 1861 and still earned $13 per month ind)86rom their pay, Union privates
had $2 per month withheld until expiration of thigirms of enlistment, and another 12.5¢
per month withdrawn for support of the Soldiershig a home for old or invalid

retirees.

All Union enlisted men, both privates and nanaassioned officers, earned an
additional $2 per month for reenlisting, providedttthey reennlisted within a month of
the expiration of their term, and an additionalp®t month for each five-year period after
the first. States also offered reenlistment bonémegeteran soldiers that could be quite
substantial, typically $100 to $400 per reenlisttr{ether incentives were also offered,
such as thirty days leave in between enlistme8isth bonuses were sometimes
contingent upon many or most of the soldiers inrdfggment reenlisting together.
Military rates of pay were often theoretical, howg\as soldiers on both sides were
frequently paid late; contemporary diarists wrdtbéeng paid in lump sum up to six
months late. And, because of rampant inflatiorhag $outh, Confederate soldiers' pay in
the latter part of the war was worth little, whetltevas on time or not.

Following are examples of what some jobs paid ithlblee North and South. Wages for
many unskilled civilian jobs in the period 1866-Y8fe probably comparable to what
they would have been in the North prior to the wathe South, slaves would have
performed much of this work.

Although salaries increased dramatically in$loeith during the war, sometimes they
were still not enough to provide for the needs t#raily. In many cases, men who were
not in military service had to take second jobsl aomen had to leave their homes and
seek employment. In almost all cases, women weadeqaasiderably less than men for
comparable work, usually about half as much, adtteat continued after the war.

1860
Streetcar driver in Washington, DC: $1.50 per day.
Carpenter: $1.60 per ten-hour day.



Clerk in U.S. Government Printing Office: $16 pexek for a ten-hour day. Southern
workman: $3 per day.

Teacher: $2 per student per month (i.e., by subisen), plus room and board with local
families.

1861

U.S. Army infantry, cavalry or artillery private13 per month.

Confederate army private: $11 per month.

Confederate marine private: c. $8 per month.

Southern workman: $4 per day.

Pressman in U.S. Government Treasury Departmemes@eek. Clerk in War
Department in Richmond, Virginia: $1,200 per year.

1863

Clerk in U.S. Government Printing Office: $18 pexek for an eight-hour day.
Confederate post office clerk: $700 to $800 per.yea

Female worker in U.S. Government Treasury Departn&s® per month. Female clerk
In U.S. Patent Office In Washington, DC: $1,400 yesr. Streetcar driver In
Washington, DC: $2 per day.

Southern clerk: $125 per month.

Southern workman: $30 per day (in area with labortages).

Nurse, North or South: $12 per month (from which slas expected to buy small items
to help care for the soldiers in her charge).

Pressman In U.S. Government Treasury Departmeret@eek for a sixxday week.
Female spindle or loom operator In the South: $8110 per week.

1864

U.S. Navy seaman: $14 to $18 per month.

U.S. Navy rear admiral: $3,000 to $5,000 per yEamale U.S. Army nurse: 40¢ per day,
plus one ration. U.S. Army general: $209.50 to $g&0bmonth.

Confederate army private: $18 per month. ($20 lyyear). Confederate marine private:
c. $15 per month.

Married woman working for Confederate States Latmoya In Richmond, Virginia: $7
per day.

Single woman working for Confederate States Lalooyat5 per day. Clerk in War
Department in Richmond, Virginia: $3,000 per year.

1865

U.S. Army infantry, cavalry or artillery private1$ per month.

Blacksmith, carpenter or machinist in a Confedegateernment workshop: $10 per day.
1866-1877

Street vendor (e.g., matches, pencils, shoelaegspapers): a few cents a day.
Scullery maid in a home: $1 to $2 per week, plusnwand board. Domestic worker/maid
in a home: $2 per week, plus room and board.

Cook in a home: $2 to $10 per week, plus room avai

U.S. Army infantry, cavalry or artillery privatel$ per month (reverted from $16 per
month in 1871).

Laborer, unskilled: $1.50 per twelve-hour day. Tetan $2 per day.

Boilermaker: $2.50 per day.



Blacksmith: $2.50 to $3 per day.

Laborer, skilled (e.g.,' carpenter, mason, plumti)30 to $3.80 per day. Iron worker,
skilled: c. $4.50 to $6 per ten-hour day (highast in any industry during this period).
Teacher: $2 per student per month (Le., by sultsmni)y plus room and board, or $25 to
$30 per month in state-supported schools.

Fireman: $1,000 per year.

Police officer: $1,200 per year.

Clerk, bookkeeper, etc.: $1,000 to $2,000 per feanle, $500 to $1,000 per year if
female.

~Susan Brown

The Lincoln Consgators - The Personal Sidgpart 1)

In March of ‘64, U.S. Grant ended the exchangihgrisoners, as he thought it was just
prolonging the war by “restocking” soldiers backoithe Confederate army. John Wilkes
Booth, an outspoken Confederate sympathizer, cgoweth a plan to kidnap President
Lincoln and deliver him to the Confederate Army,emdnhe was to be held hostage, in
Richmond, until the North agreed to resume exchapgrisoners. This was to happen on
March 17, 1865, but due to Lincoln changing hisiplat never materialized. Booth
recruited Samuel Arnold, Michael O'Laughlen, Johnr&t, George Atzerodt, David
Herold, Lewis Powell and some argue, Mary Surnadt Br. Samuel Mudd, to aid him in
his attempt.

Two days after Robert E. Lee surrendered to Grgmil 11, 1865, Booth attended a
speech at the White House in which Lincoln suppbtte idea of giving voting rights to
former slaves. Very irate, Booth changed his mihkidnapping to murder. And on April
14" Booth and fellow conspirators carried out thégms. Lincoln was shot, dying at
7:22 a.m., on April 15, 1865, at the age of 56.

John Wilkes Booth was 27 at the time of the assason. He was the son of the
famous, eccentric, hard drinking actor, Junius Bodhe family hailed from Maryland,
living on a farm with slaves. John became activpdtitics in the 50’s by joining the
Know Nothing Party. John worked as a Confederayadsping the Civil War. After
shooting Lincoln, Booth jumped from the presiddrtiax to the stage, shoutirigic
semper tyrannus!", escaping into the night. Boadis eventually tracked to a farm owned
by Henry Garrett, which was located near Port Royaginia. As negotiations failed
between Booth and Federal troops about surrenddregan moving towards the door,
wielding a pistol and carbine, where he was shddéngeant Boston Corbett. The bullet
pierced his spine, paralyzing him. Dragged fromlitiming barn, Booth died shortly
after dawn on April 26, 1865.

Mary Surratt, was 42 in 1865. She was school@dCatholic female seminary, and



then married John Surratt at age seventeen. TimatBsibuilt a tavern and a post office,
and the property became known as Surrattsvilleri{iguhe Civil War, the tavern
apparently served as a safe house for the Contedemderground network.) The couple
raised three children, Isaac, Anna, and John Irf864, two years after John Surratt died,
Mary Surratt decided to move to a house she owm&dashington, at 541 High Street,
where she would run a boarding house. (The tave8urrattsville she rented to an ex-
policeman named John Lloyd, who would later provitekey evidence against her in
the conspiracy trial.) Mary Surratt's eldest samn] served in the Civil War as a
Confederate secret agent. On April 17, shortlyradteven at night, a team of military
investigators arrived at the Surratt home to inésv her and eventually arrest her.

Lewis Powell, age 21 at the time of the assa$isin, was born in Alabama, moving to
Georgia at the age of 3, then two years beforengithe 2nd Florida Infantry, lived in
Lie Oak, Fl. As a youth, he was described as qnédtintroverted. He enjoyed fishing
and caring for sick and injured animals, which edrhim the nickname "Doc" from his
sisters. Wounded at Gettysburg on July 2, 186@&eRavas captured by Union troops
and consigned as a POW nurse at Gettysburg Hasyitale there, Powell developed a
relationship with a volunteer nurse named MargBrahson. Transferred to West
Buildings Hospital in Baltimore in September 1888well, most likely with the help of
Branson, escaped within a week of his arrival.eA#scaping, he made his way back
behind Confederate lines, joining Mosby's Rangéfisile serving in the Mosby's
Rangers, it is likely that Powell began his invehent with the Confederate Secret
Service. A Confederate operative, David Parr, ohiceed Powell to John Surratt, who in
turn introduced Powell to John Wilkes Booth. Posadksigned role during the
assassination was to enter the home of Secret@taté William Seward and kill him as
he lay on his bed recovering from a recent carraggdent. Powell was arrested April
17, after showing up at Mary Surratt’s house, mnise of digging a gutter for her, at the
suspicious hour of 11 p.m.

David Herold, 23 at the time of the assassimatigas the sixth of eleven children born
to the chief clerk at the Navy Store at the WastandgNavy Yard. The family was
financially well off. Herold attended Gonzaga CghleHigh School, Georgetown College,
Charlotte Hall Military Academy, and the Rittenheuscademy. In 1860 Herold received
a certificate in pharmacy from Georgetown Colldge.then worked as a pharmacist's
assistant and as a clerk for a doctor, and wasidrhanter. Herold met John Surratt
while attending Charlotte Hall Academy, and thro&ghratt in 1863, he was introduced
to John Wilkes Booth. Herold was to accompany LeRasvell and wait out side, holding
his horse during the attack on Seward. After tkeckt he made his way to Maryland, met
up with John Wilkes Booth, where he was capturedponml 26.

George Atzerodt, 30 at the time of the assagsmavas German born, immigrating to
the US at the age of 8. The family settled in Mangd, where as an adult, Atzerodt
opened a carriage business During the war, Atzdrelged Confederate agents,
including John Surratt, cross the Potomac Rivera®uwould eventually invite Atzerodt
to Washington, where he stayed for a time at Many&8t's boarding house, until he was
evicted for drinking alcohol in his room. It wasdhgh Surratt that Atzerodt met Booth.
Atzerodt was assigned the job of killing Vice-Rdest Andrew Johnson. On the
morning of April 14, he checked into room 126 of tirkwood House in Washington,



the same hotel in which the Vice President wadrsgayie unwisely used his real name.
At ten o'clock p.m., when he was supposed to begiking his move against Johnson,
Atzerodt was attempting to build up his couragelbgking at the hotel bar. He never got
any further, and spent the next several hours warglaimlessly around the streets of
Washington. He was arrested April 20 at the hom@otousin, Hartman Richer, in
Germantown, Maryland.

John Surratt, 21, attended St. Charles Colledéaryland, he had planned on
becoming a priest. But soon after his father dredugust, 1862, Surratt became
postmaster of the town of Surrattsville. By 1868r&tt was working as a Confederate
secret agent, carrying messages to Confederate bodhe Potomac River and sending
messages about Union troop movements in the Wasiniggea south to Richmond. It
was Dr. Samuel Mudd who introduced Surratt to Baotbecember of '64. On the night
of the assassination, Surratt, by his own accauas,in Elmira, New York on a spying
mission for General Edwin Lee. He fled to Canadanuearning of the President's
assassination. He remained in Canada until afsemioither's execution on July 7, 1865.
In September, 1865, Surratt crossed the Atlargitlirsg first in England, then later in
Rome, where he joined the Papal Zouaves. WhiléingsAlexandria, Egypt in late 1866,
Surratt was identified as the wanted Lincoln ageatisn conspirator and arrested.
Surratt was brought back to the United Statesrfakih a civilian, not a military, court.
The trial began on June 10, 1867. After listenmgestimony from 170 witnesses, the
trial ended on August 10 with a hung jury. The fatlgovernment eventually dropped all
charges against Surratt and he was released fretodyuin the summer of 1868.He died
of pneumonia on April 21, 1916.

Samuel Arnold, 31, was born in Georgetown, lateifamily moving to Baltimore,

MD. He and Booth were schoolmates there. Arnoldgdithe Confederate Army during
the Civil War but was discharged for health reaséteswas in on the kidnapping plot but
when that did not work out he took up a job ategkan Old Point Comfort, Virginia,
from there he wrote Booth a letter asking him tgpswith his plans and he, Arnold,
would be separating himself from the group. Thitetewas found among Booths
possessions when his room was raided, this is iwt@icated Arnold, he was then
arrested April 17, 1865 at his clerk job. The rity Commission found Arnold guilty
and sentenced him to life in prison. President Anddohnson pardoned Arnold on
March 1, 1869.

Michael O'Laughlen, 25 worked as a manufactaf@rnamental plaster before joining
the Confederate Army at the beginning of the Givdr. (He was one of Booths’ earliest
friends, knowing him from childhood as they grewvin the same town.) He was
discharged in June 1862. He returned to Baltimoredrk as a clerk in a family feed
business. He, supposedly, on the night of Aprih18te day before the assassination,
entered the home of Secretary of War Edwin Staatwhinquired of the Secretary's
whereabouts. O'Laughlen remained in the hall fewaminutes before being asked to
leave. On April 14th, he had 9 alibis reportingtthee was strolling the streets of the
nation's capital enjoying the night of illuminatibithe celebration of the Union victory
that saw every public building in Washington litkwvcandles. O'Laughlen voluntarily
surrendered on Monday, April 17, 1865. The Milit&lgmmission found O'Laughlen
guilty and sentenced him to life in prison. He died years later in prison at Fort



Jefferson in the Dry Tortugas, Florida, a victimyeflow fever.

Samuel Mudd, 32 in 1865, was born in Charlesn@gWMaryland. He grew up on his
father's tobacco plantation, Oak Hill, which coteisof several hundred acres and 89
slaves. At the age of 15, after several years oféhtutoring, Mudd went off to boarding
school at St. Johns in Fredrick, Maryland. Two gdater, he enrolled at Georgetown
College. He would go on to study medicine at Ursutgrof Maryland. After graduation
in 1856, he went back to Charles County to practiedicine. Mudd was a very firm
believer that slavery was divinely ordained. In 38he Federal Army established Camp
Stanton, just 10 miles from his home, to enlistklkeemen and run-away slaves, in
which six regiments totaling over 8,700 black setdiwere trained. Then in 1864,
Maryland abolished slavery, making it difficult fgrowers like Mudd, to operate their
plantations. As a result, Mudd considered selliisgféarm and making his living from his
medical practice. As Mudd thought about his alteves, he was introduced to someone
who said he might be interested in buying his priypdohn Wilkes Booth. (Many
historians believe this is a "cover story" credtgdooth, where, in actuality he was
planning escape routes for his kidnapping plotiataln.) Mudd had set, splinted and
bandaged Booth's broken leg (after he had murdbeeBresident), and arranged for a
carpenter, John Best, to make a pair of crutcheBdoth. Mudd may not have known at
the time, of the assassination, but certainly wdsde heard about it later that day, when
he went to town. He did not immediately contactabéhorities about Booth, but waited
another day, until after Easter Mass, and thendalsecousin to notify the 13th New
York Cavalry in nearby Bryantown under the commahtieutenant David Dana. His
explanation for waiting; he was afraid the men wiozdme back and harm his family.
Mudd was arrested on Friday, the 21st of April. Migtary Commission convicted and
sentenced him to life in prison. His life was spllg a single vote. Mudd was sent to
federal prison in Dry Tortugas, Florida. Presidéntirew Johnson pardoned Mudd
shortly before he left office in March, 1869. Héur@ed to Maryland to practice medicine
and would die of pneumonia in January 10,1883

( PLEASE feel free to send stuff to Sue Bratvredwolf363@aol.comvith anything you
want! We are always looking for info to share!)

Happy Birthday to Martha Maine, Sheila CoogarandMikeFrisbie!



By the end of the Civil War the Union Navy had ecaptl more than 1,100 blockade
runners and had destroyed or run aground anotltev&sels.



