CHAMPLAIN VALLEY lll’l‘ORlC REENACTORS

2nd Vermont Volunteer Infantry, Co. A;
Ist Vermeont Cavalry, Co. K;
Vermont Brigade Field Dressing Station

and associated Green Mountain Citizens

~A company commander in the 8th Vermont, desdrthe fight on a ridge at Cedar
Creek
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As some of you may or may not remember at the driviambership meeting in January

| proposed instituting a History award in honomofl remembrance of our beloved
Captain and friend Al Myers. You all were overwhelgly in favor of this proposal so |
therefore took it and ran with it. Below is theaekverbiage that | presented to the school
that Al taught at for thirty plus years. Needlessay the school was very excited to
accept this proposal.

Captain Al Myers Spirit of History Award Proposal
The Champlain Valley Historic Reenactors propos@/ittiston Central School that an
annual award be given yearly to a WCS eighth-gradher exhibits a passion for history.
Some of the qualities necessary to have this ab@stbwed upon this young man or
young lady are:

Has displayed a strong interest in any subjectanativing to do with the history of
our nation.

Displays clear passion for historical subject mratte

Shares the love of history with peers and teachléds

Has developed history related projects throughueit tenure in their Upper Houses
and freely shared with others

May not necessarily have the highest grades biltdrisnterest level is so high that it
far outweighs being at the top of the class.

CVHR (Champlain Valley Historic Reenactors) WOULD PROVIDE

CVHR (Champlain Valley Historic Reenactors) would'ghase a large wooden
plaque with a picture of Capt. Meyers in full CiVMar regalia on it. Additionally
there would also be an engraved plate entitled t&ap\l Meyers Spirit of
History Award” with at least five “blank” platesfohe recipients name to be
engraved after the award is given.

CVHR would purchase smaller plaques to be giveyetoly award winners with their
name engraved on it.

NOTE: CVHR would commit to this award for a minimum of five-years at which
point CVHR and WCS can then revisit.

| had Vermont Trophy and Engraving make up theysacpnd they turned out beautiful!
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Below the title of the award were three simple veof(EACHER-HISTORIAN-FRIEND



The teachers of Williston chose a recipient areteived the name of the student ahead
of time so | was able to have it engraved on theys. The young student who won the
award was a girl by the name of Zoey LaChancetuadly remembered her from when
she a little fifth-grader in Al's class.

All of a sudden here it was Tuesday, Jun8 the evening of eighth grade graduation
(there were 92 of them!) and the school gym wasfloweing with parents, teachers,
brothers, sisters and loved ones to see their yohagyes walk across the stage to take
the next step on to High School. The Al Myers $ifiHistory award was on the
program as presented by Mike Frisbie representiagchamplain Valley Historical
Reenactors. Almost everyone who got up to presemtagvard or another spoke of Al's
passing which is great but it was starting to take very somber and sad tone of the
whole affair. | thought to myself this is not theyit should be and basically left my
notes on the chair and went into wing-it mode wievas my turn at the podium. | was
wearing a nice suit jacket and elected to takepi@ee of Civil War memorabilia with me
for this night, my hat. | took the podium and befspeaking paused for about twenty
seconds until you could hear a pin drop. | thenl kgl the hat and stated that this piece of
cloth represents history and all it stands for stiadted reciting the different places it had
been with me underneath it and Al at my side; C&taek, Antietam, Gettysburg, Fort
Lennox, Massena and countless places of educétioen went on a passionate tirade of
the importance of history and how | got into Cklar history. The one word | kept
circling back around to was PASSION. For it wassAdassion for this time period that
drew me in and has me going to this day. | theledaloung Zoey up as being chosen by
her teachers as a representation of having the RAS®r history at such a young age. |
then placed my hat on her head as a token andisgithis hat and all it's connections it
represents by and through Al is now passing thrdwegthio keep it alive. With the Civil
War Forage Cap upon her head she, with a smile &anto ear, graciously accepted the
award and you could not have seen a prouder yadythen she. This was the last
award given for the evening before the diplomasswamded out. So needless to say it
was a fine evening to honor a great man!

CVHR will be getting new getting new shirts. Thell\lwave an eagle on the left chest
with a banner in it's talons that say "Put the Vemers Ahead". (It will be similar to our
letterhead). The back will list all our branches
2nd Vermont Volunteer Infantry, Co. A
1st Vermont Calvary, Co. K
The Civil War Medical Coalition
2nd Mississippi Magnolia Rifles
Montreal Grays & Blues
and Associated Green Mountain Citizens

The cost of a regular t-shirt will be $14.25egular long sleeve t-shirt will be $16.25.



If you would like to place an order or have anysjimns, please contact Mike Frisbie at
4Frisbies@comcast.net
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To all,
Some of the numbers attributed tédw did you hear aboutsi?
Burlington Free Press Ad 5



7 Days Ad 1

Local papers (Shelburne News for example — BANGigy@7

Road Signs 48

Word of Mouth/Friends are in the unit 13

CVHRI website and other websites 5

Radio/TV O

Saw you from Shelburne Farms and came over 4

Other 8

Observations

Should advertise in Kids VT — a lot of parents pbaih summer events from here

Sign at the corner of Bay and Harbor — some fotks@ into the Farms (that was
rectified, the one we had there last year, grew!jeg

Ladies had a GREAT time being involved with thetleataid on Sunday — we need to
include them more

15' Sgt. Bray — ' Maine came up and told me as they started to beadn the road..
“Very well organized, we all had a blast, we’'ll bere next year for sure!”

Keeping the battle closer to the public - good jdeay enjoyed it more, could follow it,
hear it, etc. It was shorter, but had more actiwhtaey ate that right up, especially the
bayonet charge.

If you noticed all the "8 Maine ladies come out to us at the end of Sundagtte, here is
why. During the raid, as the goodl $gt of the % was skeedadling to get ahead of the
rebs and grab his kit, he made the comment abeudathes....”Let the Rebs have them,
they're ugly anyway”. Well, that obviously didn’it $oo well with the charming ladies of
Maine. They then sought him out at the end forren&d apology, which he promptly
gave. If anyone noticed, our good Lt from tH& Rississippi, as he saw the ladies coming
across the field, told his troops to beat feet @fiithey fled. | guess he knows one foe not
to tangle with!

Smart man that Lt. Smith! J

Mr. Goode and his kind lady friend (you know, Suewn’s cousin!) were truly a hit

with the public. And the re-enactors as well!! JEZR JOB!

During Sunday afternoon, the ladies of Maine ingdiiof me as to if our good sutler was
a spy. This after his little fit with the guardold them no, he just doesn't like to follow
the rules and won't carry his pass, but he moshitefiy isn’t a spy. Too many of thé'®
owe him too much for him to cross the Mason-Dixioe!l

A LOT of comments about what a good time was hadlbground the ® VT’s campfire
Saturday night. The other units commented to mieam great the camaraderie was and
they all felt right at home. Great job on Vermonoshitality y’all. And especially the
couple from Ottawa that ended up spending theeemtrekend with us (they parked their
5" wheel at the end of the field), they really haubi.

| had folks come up to me and expressed how gneagrtire group was all over the field.
They had kids and said that everyone was reallg gdmut answering questions, letting
people try things, we took our time to talk witleth, etc, etc. THAT brings them back.
Again, great job by all the public was truly impsed with how we interfaced and
interacted with them.

People liked the burial service and the Sunday mgrservice — thank you Chaplain




Blakeslee. Some didn’t know about that aspect®flB60’s at all so it was interesting.
Israel Goode was a hit. Again an aspect that foite’'t know about so a great
educational opportunity.

| know others can add to this list. All in all, eegt weekend and we taught a lot of people
a lot of things. Our educational piece, no mattkatat is or by whom it is done, is

always top notchThis includes everyone because even if you d@e&ak to someone,

you are showing them something.

THANKS for a WONDERFUL Event.

Your humble and obedient servant.

JB
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vtcrofts@comecast.net

We have been invited to participate again at tree@Mountain Council’s Fall
Camporee to be held at Mount Norris Scout Resemati Eden, VT on Saturday
October 2. We were well received at the last statewide gatgef the Boy Scouts.

The request is to have an encampment, faergonstrations, talks on life as a soldier
and the other history “up close & personal” thatdee | would like to have 4 or more of
our members to showcase what we do. | realizedtitis conflicts with an event in Dover
that same weekend.

)
The Unit will be holding the monthly drill at Cgendee’s on Tatro Road in Starksboro
on Tuesday, Octobef"Starting at 6:30pm. Please be prompt and readyribat

6:30pm.
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Mike.Frisbie@rehabgym.com

The 18th VT Regt would like to invite the members of the 2nd VT Regt to
participate in a gravestone dedication to Capt. George Conger, Capt of Co. B,
1st VT Cavalry Regt. on October 19th. We'll gather in Greenwood Cemetery
around 5:45PM and the program will get underway a little after 6PM. Capt
Conger was also the organizer and leader of the first posse of 50 men to pursue
the fleeing Confederate Raiders after they'd robbed the local banks and
terrorized the citizens of St. Albans on October 19, 1864.

CVHRI 2" VT Calendar 2010
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Entertairent of the Civil War

Shelburne Crossroads was so much fun espewidhyall the fine fiddlin and pickin
Saturday night that it inspired me to look into whaldiers did for entertainment during
the Civil War.

Southern soldiers enjoyed many leisure actwitier the most part they were volatile
and sociable with an innate love of fun. Considgthmat they spent many hours in camp
coping with the drudgery and monotony of inactiyityey spent countless hours
inventing all kinds of diversions from their boredoJames Hampton Kuykendall, a rebel
camped in Texas, wrote in his journal in Fall 18®&&ne can imagine, the languor of
mind- tediousness of time, as we resume- day dffigthe monotonous duties devolved
upon.” As a result these quests for leisure becaondelightful that for many they found
more pleasure than hardship in soldiering. This a&pecially true in the early years of
the war before deprivation and war weariness béggake their toll.



By far and away the most popular past timelier$outhern soldier was spent in music.
He often found comfort in the popular tunes oftihee, and during lonely hours spent on
picket he could be found softly humming his fav®gtrains that reminded him of home,
childhood, and loved ones. This was not uniqué¢osbuthern soldier. Soldiers of the
North were equally fond of the same songs, andhhdly Reb was posted on picket along
the Chickahominy, Rappahannock, or the Chattah@iiiers he might have heard the
Union bands across the distance with “Lorena,” #th8lowers,” and “Who Would care
For Mother Now.”

“Home Sweet Home,” is considered to be a topfidée among soldiers in gray but
“Lorena,” “All Quiet Along the Potomac,” “The GitlLeft Behind Me,” and “Just Before
the Battle, Mother” were very popular too. In facany were borrowed from the
Yankees. Many favorites had subdued themes anda evéee believed to be banned as a
source of desertion and low morale. However, mangiites were enthusiastic,
lighthearted and full of hope and optimism. If weare standing along the gray columns
as they marched past you might have heard a vikes€¢$o let the wide world wag as it
will. We'll be gay and happy stilll” Some versedized at their foes. “The £8 ouisiana
charged them with a yell! Bagged the Bucktail Rasgad sent them to hell!”

Of course, no discussion of music during the Givdr would be complete without a
reference to Dixie. It was easily the most patcia@ind the most popular song for southern
soldiers. It's widely known that the song has nerthorigins with Daniel Decatur
Emmett from Ohio being given the most credit ferabmposition, but what most people
don’t know is that the song first achieved awarerisam blackface minstrel shows of the
1850s. In its original form the lyrics tell theost of a freed slave remembering the
plantation of his birth. Of course, that idea maglnto the de factor southern anthem
with reference to the South as a whole. There ais@many parodies of the song.
Here’s one made popular in 1861.

“From home and friends we all must go....... To medrang but dastard foe....

Look away, look away, look away to Richmond town;

And ere again those friends we see.....We vow todal be free.....

Look away, look away, look away to Richmond town;

Old Abe they say is monstrous tight....and cannaskewink tonight....

Look away, look away, look away to Richmond town;

But when he comes to Richmond City....The way wesblchim ‘tis a pity.....

Look away, look away, look away to Richmond town!

Several regiments formed their own glee clubs weittertained ever so often even while
on the march. On one occasion as the Army of Nanti@ginia was marching to
Pennsylvania in 1863, it was serenaded by a grbopusicians at several points along
the way. The effect on the soldiers hungry and $ooé as they were was electric.
Perhaps if the bands could have been posted darakgtt's Charge, the outcome may
have been different....

As the years wore on and as the difficulty of adggiinstruments grew harder along
with scarcity of talent and campaign requiremettis,upkeep of good quality bands
proved impossible. European visitors often remaikethe disjointed “braying” of some



of the outfits as they walked through some of ihgtlsern camps.

Nevertheless, though the quality by that time mayehbeen a little inferior, there is no
mistaking their overwhelming contribution to the iale and happiness of the men. As
General Lee commented in 1864, “I don’t believecar have an army without music.”
I’'m sure the same could have been said for the lolgkie too.

Causes of Death

At the start of the war the soldiers were usirsplid round ball for a projectile. In
1848, French army Captain Claude E. Minié develapesB caliber, conical shaped
bullet with groves at the base. The grooved battired the grooves inside the barrel
which spun the ball as it was fired. It became knas theminie balland proved to more
vicious than the round ball because of its desireatapability. The minie ball traveled at
such a low velocity that it inflicted gruesome dama#o the recipient. Often, it would
carry pieces of clothing and bodily fluids alonghwit, lodging itself deep in the bone and
soft tissue without exiting. The result of a gurtsivound to the extremities was cause for
amputation.

Many different types of infections accountedtfoe great majority of wound fatalities.
Pyemia, septicemia, tetanus, erysipelas, osteotisyatid “hospital” gangrene were some
major killers. Septicemia and pyemia literally me&dpus in the blood” and are bacterial
infections of the blood stream. Tetanus is chareee by violent muscular contractions
that generally are contracted by contaminated weuBdysipelas is a highly contagious
streptococcal infection. It rapidly spreads a @&shrover the body, therefore, giving it the
nickname of “St. Anthony’s Fire.” Osteomyelitisaa acute inflammation of the bones
which causes severe fever and prostration to ttierpaHospital gangrene is the death of
tissue caused by poor blood circulation or badterfaction. Gangrene killed 45 percent
of its victims and necessitated surgery that migitotherwise have been performed.



~Sue Brown
Mid 19" Century America ~ Families

Our thoughts today of the 1800's family ig tih@y were simple families, father,

mother, and children. In reality families consistédather, mother, children, and elderly
and or single adults. "Setting up house" or "kegpiause" was a full time job, so often
elderly and or single adults lived with family meenb. Remarrying after the death of a
spouse was very common, so to think that halfregsli step mothers/ stepfathers and
single parent families are of modern invention daubt be farther from the truth.
In today's society, people worry about the effectshildren by having them too far apart
or being able to afford them. In the 1800's, worad children as long as they were able
to, often children having much older and youngblirsgs, spanning generations. The joy
of having a child far outweighed the psyche of ottteldren or the temporary hardship it
might create.

Children were considered assets, not lialslitiehey were given chores to do in the
household which enabled them to contribute to thesbhold. This benefited the
children. Boys were encouraged to work on the fafaitm or in the family business.
Girls were trained to help with domestic tasks. Fasbenefited from this for the extra
help and children felt a sense of self worth.

Giving family members preference in employmensictices was generally a rule of
thumb as well as desirable. At least if the familgmber did not have the natural skill
with the way things were done, they at least haddmiliarity with the way things were
done over the years. Ties of blood were long arhgt If families fell on hard times,
they could at least count on relatives to offestagr opportunity.



~Steve Smith

The Truth Behind Speckle ware

The process of porcelain enameling inclgdipeck ware is the fusion of a thin
layer of glass to a metal object to enhance iteagmce. The process was first
patented in England in 1779, but remained experiahémthe United States until
the 1870's. It was first advertised for sale in theted States in 1874, but was
not formally introduced to the American public Uitiie Philadelphia Centennial
Exposition in 1876. That is a full eleven yeargathe end of the Civil War. It
was not until the 1880’s that brighter colors apdckling were introduced to
cookware. Items in this finish quickly became p@pw@nd remained so well into
the Twentieth Century. Unfortunately, it has alsacdme quite popular among
civil war reenactors. You will find the finish bgrused in cups, plates, pots,
pans, flatware, and other cooking gear. The masincon colors seen at various
reenactments are various shades of gray and liriiglat Because enamelware
and speckle ware totally postdates the Civil warggokit is inappropriate for
campsite use. No excavation of any military site fevealed any evidence to support the
idea that items with this finish were ever usedibigs of either the Northern or Southern
armies.



Hand made by Tyler Goodrich

Forage caps & Federal kepis for $75

Home. 802 933 2307 - 802 370 0462 call 9:00 am @c0Dpm Mon-Sun
or email pvt_dirty@yahoo.comA phone call would be best !!!
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