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                                                                   ~Abraham Lincoln�
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  The shirt are moving along in production. After some discussion the final design 



 

 

will look like this:  
 
Front left chest 
 

 
 
Back 

 



 

 

  
   The cost of a regular t-shirt will be $14.25, a regular long sleeve t-shirt will be $16.25. 
Shirts will be ready for the December meeting! Get yours ordered now!  Contact Mike 
Frisbie at  4Frisbies@comcast.net  to order your shirt! 
 
 
�� �
���������
��������	
������	
��	
���	�����	 				����� �
����������������������������������������������������������������������������� ��������	
���
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������	
�����
�
������� �
 
  Sgt. Alfred Covell Woods was killed May 5, 1864 during the battle of the Wilderness. 
He was 20 years old and was a member of Co E 62nd reg NY Inf. It is believed he was 
buried on the battlefield, was later disinterred and is now among the 13,000 unknowns at 
Fredericksburg. 
 
  On Nov. 7th, 2010 the 118th NY, Co. F will be in attendance at Crown Point, NY for a 
Memorial Service for Sgt. Woods. An invitation from the 118th NY, Co.F has been 
extended to ALL members of the 2nd Mich. & the 2nd VT. to attend this Memorial 
Service in honor of Sgt. Woods. 
 
Ranks will be formed at the Brick Church in Crown Point at 9:00am on  Nov. 7th, 2010. 
Any & all Civilian members are encouraged & welcome to attend this service. Please let 
Mike know if you will be attending.   
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 The annual meeting will be held this year on December 11 instead of January.  The 
meeting will begin at 9, coffee at 8:30. The meeting will take place at the Ilsley Library at 
75 Main Street, Middlebury.  
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Nov 7: Crown Point, NY for a Memorial Service for Sgt. Woods 
����&'��(����
����������)�*##������$�+����	
���$��" � 

�������	  
����!�%�"�,-������������ ��#���������������  
����..�!�/�0(�"����#���	���		���������*#	#���1�
��� �$���  #�
���$��%�2�''�����  
 

�
��������������������� �
�
�
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
 
 
 
   
 

                                               ��������������������������������������������������������  

                                                                                    ��1�������������
$�& � ���		�		�33���  
 
 
                                                    A MOMENT IN TIME 
 
“For every Southern boy fourteen years old, not once but whenever he wants it, there is 
the instant when it's still not yet two o'clock on that July afternoon in 1863. The brigades 
are in position behind the rail fence, the guns are laid and ready in the woods and the 
furled flags are already loosened to break out. Pickett himself with his long oiled ringlets 
and his hat in one hand and his sword in the other are looking up the hill waiting for 
Longstreet to give the word. It's all in the balance, it hasn't happened yet, it hasn't even 
begun yet, and there is still time for it not to begin against that position.  Garnett and 
Kemper and Armistead and Wilcox look grave knowing it's going to begin. We all know 
that. We have come too far with too much at stake and that moment doesn't need even a 
fourteen-year-old boy to think…. “This time.” Maybe this time with all this much to lose 



 

 

and all this much to gain: Pennsylvania, Maryland, the world, the golden dome of 
Washington itself to crown with desperate and unbelievable victory the desperate 
gamble, the cast made two years ago.” 

William Faulkner , Intruder in the Dust  
Soon the blasts of the cannons gave sway to the cadence of the drums. The smoke cleared 
and the Confederate brigades marched forward to the cheers of the cannoneers. Davis’ 
brigade emerged from the tree line on the extreme left of the long gray line. The 55th 
North Carolina was on the brigade’s right followed by the 2nd and 42nd Mississippi with 
the 11th Mississippi on the far left. The 11th being as of the moment unengaged was the 
largest regiment. The 2nd Mississippi with only 60 muskets was without question the 
smallest being in company size. Carrying the 2nd Mississippi colors was Sergeant 
Christopher Columbus Davis. Grim determination was etched on the faces of all the men. 
Men of the 2nd Mississippi looked around and saw the other brigades in perfect order and 
realized both the grandeur and desperation of their task. So, did the Union troops off in 
the distance as they gazed in amazement at the huge spectacle. But as the lines 
approached a rail fence all manner of fire was unleashed upon the butternuts. The artillery 
fire was weighing heavily, and the Virginian troops under Brockenbrough’s command 
began to falter. This included those men of the 55th Virginia. By the time the lines 
approached the Emmitsburg Road these Virginians broke and ran for the rear. This 
opened the flank of Davis’ Brigade and exposed especially the left flank of the 11th 
Mississippi. 
Sensing an opportunity, the 8th Ohio Regiment moved out with its frontage overlapping 
Davis’ flank. The Federals conducted a left wheel and then poured a telling fire into the 
Mississippians. Yet, the gray clad troops pressed on and even as their unit cohesion 
degenerated, they approached the stone wall in small groups. Davis was still in command 
but by now realized the futility of carrying the position. The only order he could give was 
to fall back. This was done in some confusion. He took stock of the condition of his unit 
back at Seminary Ridge and consequently wept. His brigade suffered more casualties than 
any other brigade that made that fateful charge. All the field officers were casualties. The 
2nd Mississippi which entered the charge with 60 men, now counted only one unwounded 
survivor. Sergeant Davis carrying the colors was one of those cut down. 
The 2nd Mississippi entered the Gettysburg campaign with a strength near 492. Of these 
232 were killed and wounded. No numbers were officially reported that covered captured 
and missing. We know that at least 88 officers and men were captured though at the 
Railroad Cut on July 1. Later, a careful examination of compiled service records would 
show that 411 of the 492 could be counted as casualties which is a ratio of about 84%. 
This is similar to that which was reported by other companies and regiments. 
The 2nd Mississippi wasn’t finished though. Troops assigned to support functions quickly 
reconstituted the unit just in time to take part in the rear guard action at Falling Waters on 
the Potomac as the Army of Northern Virginia retreated back to Virginia. Their action 
helped save the entire wagon train of the army that was under attack by Federal cavalry. 
Thus, the 2nd Mississippi had the distinction of having participated in both the opening 
and closing actions of the Gettysburg Campaigns. 
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“Ransom” is an original place-based, sourced-based historical play, inspired by the Civil 
War letters written from the battlefield by Ransom Towle to his family and friends in 
West Rochester. Historian Joe Schenkman has invested hundreds of hours delving into 
primary sources such as letters, genealogies, newspaper articles, census reports, among 
other sources. His collaboration with Dick Robson, the “Ransom” playwright, began last 
January. The project has grown to include additional key collaborators including, intern 
scriptwriter April Dodd, play director Ethan Bowen, and musical composers and 
arrangers, Dorothy Robson and Jake Wildwood.  
 
Also integral to this project are significant contributions from the following people and 
organizations: Julia Purdy, Nancy Woolley, Bruce Flewelling, and the Rochester 
Historical Society; Marcus Blair, Herb Campbell, Rochester historians and contributors 
of invaluable social history; Bill Powers, local genealogist and contributor of invaluable 
research and the Whitney letters; Patrice (Lary) Buxton and Cindy Walcott, Towle family 
researchers; Jeannette Bair, librarian of the Rochester Public Library; Janice Homer and 
the late Helen Brown, whose passion for the Ransom Towle story is so admired. Also of 
importance is the Vermont Historical Society in Barre, Vermont, where Joe discovered 
the collection of Ransom’s Civil War letters.  
 
The play tells a compelling story—part real and part imagined—of how the small 
Vermont hillside community of West Rochester experienced the Civil War, through the 
soldiers’ letters home and their absence from the home. A tapestry of the lives of the 
soldiers and the townspeople, the story is conveyed through ensemble performance with 
original songs and music, and the letters themselves.  
 
The White River Valley Players will present “Ransom” performances at the Rochester 
School auditorium on Fri., Nov. 5 & Sat., Nov. 6 at 7:30 p.m., a late matinee at 5 p.m. on 
Sun., Nov. 7; Fri. Nov. 12 & Sat. Nov. 13 at 7:30 p.m., and an early matinee at 2 p.m. on 
Sun. Nov. 14. Special group rate tickets at $8.00 each are available by contacting co-
producer Judy Jensen by phone at 802-767-3942, or by email at jjensen@together.net 
 
Advance purchase tickets will be available at the White River Credit Union and Judy 
Jensen’s Clay Studio in Rochester, for $15.00, and $10.00 for students and seniors. 
Tickets will also be available at the door for $17.00, $10.00 for students. 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn more about Vermont local history; it’s your 
community, your history, and your theatre! 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

�

�����������������������������������	
����� �
                                                                                            ~Sue Brown 



 

 

                                         Society and Communities 
 
   In this land of opportunity, being poor was most often a temporary state of being. Being 
willing to help out near or distant relatives in the 1800’s was the way people chose to be. 
When help was offered to those in need, it very often included a job with training to the 
individual, or family, that would help them prosper. But, even with hard work, a family 
that had been “making it” could be reduced to destitution by several years of bad crops, 
losing a father, or seeing their barn that had just been filled, burn to the ground. In a land 
without banking regulations, a mortgage holder could show up at any time to evict at will 
or call in debts. Americans did recognize that being poor was not as tragic as staying 
poor.  
   Some Americans were desperately poor, this most generally meant  a family without a 
wage earner. The wave of immigrants had just begun, and many of them arrived destitute. 
Earlier immigrants had survived and prospered, but as the years went by, the numbers 
overwhelmed the opportunities and it became more difficult for later arrivals to find 
security.  
   Just about anyone could get ample food and shelter in the “land of opportunity”. Those 
who achieved that goal of food and shelter formed the vast majority of Americans. Those 
who were permantly poor, or who appeared unwilling to work their way up, were viewed 
with pity. Then there was the “elite”, who had far more then they needed, and of course 
was a smaller portion of the population. (In a frontier community, it might be someone 
with a horse in addition to the more practical oxen or in the city, usually the community 
leaders who had a lot more then anyone else.) 
  Most people lived in small close knit communites, even in large cities, people existed in 
community like neighborhoods. Even isolated farm people generally had some town or 
community center which they maintained contact. At this point in time, organized or 
professional sports were not developed. Men’s social clubs, fire companies and 
fraternities, which more often involved religious and political discussions were the order 
of the day. The sense of community gave indivisauls a sense of permanence and a sense 
on continuity. People not only knew their neighbors, they knew their neighbors’ parents 
and they expected to know each other for a long time to come.  
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Now that the Champlain Valley Historical Reenactors has a regimental sutler in the train, here is a  

little bit of information on the sutler and he conducted business. 
 

In the 17th and 18th century the term sutler referred to any civilian contractor who provided 
services for the army. It shares the same word root as “soot” which implies that the sutler was one who did 



 

 

dirty work. By the Civil War a sutler was more specifically a vendor of goods in demand by the soldiers – 
similar to the post exchange found on bases today. The article XXV of the Army Regulations of 1863 cover 
the guidelines by which the sutler did business: 
 

214. Troops in campaign, on detachment, or on distant service will be allowed Sutlers at 
the rate of one for every regiment, corps, or separate detachment; to be appointed by the 
commanding officer of such regiment, corps, or detachment ... 
 
217. No Sutler shall sell to an enlisted man on credit a sum exceeding one-third of his 
monthly pay,  within the same month,  without the written sanction of the company 
commander...  [this was an increase from one-sixth of monthly pay specified in earlier 
regulations] 
 
218. Three days before the last of every month the Sutler shall render, for verification, to 
the company commander ... a written and separate account in each case of any charges he 
may have against enlisted men for collection, and the officer shall submit the account to 
the soldier for acknowledgment and signature, and witness the same. ... Every facility will 
be afforded to the Sutler in the collection of the just debts contracted with him. He will, to 
this end, be allowed to take his place at the paytable with his books and accounts. 

 
In a regimental camp, regulations specified that the sutler be positioned 20 paces behind 

company kitchens and 20 paces in front of the company officers. In winter quarters the sutler’s tent 
often grew into a makeshift cabin with a canvas roof. Business was conducted outside of the tent 
although it might be under cover of a fly. A few boards supported by barrels, boxes or sawbucks 
served as a counter. 
 
 

 
 

Soldiers generally did not go to the sutler with cash in hand to make purchases although a 
sutler would be happy to do business with a soldier who had cash, especially coin. More typically, 
a soldier, wishing to make a purchase for credit on his upcoming pay went to the company 



 

 

commander who filled out a receipt like the one below from a ledger book: 
 

 
 
             The stub to the left remained in the book while the soldier took the receipt to the sutler who 
exchanged it for goods.  
 

At the sutlers this receipt was immediately exchanged for goods or, more advantageous to the 
sutler, chits or scrip. (see illustration below.)  

 
This eased the problem of a chronic shortage of currency. They were printed at the sutler’s expense and not 
very durable. If the soldier lost them or they were destroyed the sutler was under no obligation to replace 
them leaving him ahead of the game in charges. Sutler chits were often initialed or stamped on the back by 
the sutler at time of issue to validate them. Sutler money was often numbered then signed by the sutler. One 
soldier described the money thus: 
 

The currency used by the sutler is paste-board tickets, representing respectively the value 
of five cents, ten cents, or twenty-five cents, payable in goods at the sutler's store. When a 



 

 

soldier ... has no money ... he naturally concludes to anticipate some portion of his pay. 
He ... obtains from his captain a printed order on the paymaster for one dollar or more as 
the case may be, which is signed by himself of course, as drawer of the order, and is then 
countersigned by the captain as a guarantee that the sum of money called for in the order 
is actually due the man. The document is now negotiable, and the sutler will take it and 
give for its "face," not in money, but in tickets, which are simply due-bills on himself, 
which he binds himself to redeem in store goods . 
 

When pay day came, as it did in the Union Army every other month, the soldier received his pay in US 
greenbacks minus various charges including sutler credit. They sutler, however, received his pay not in 
paper, but like a commissioned officer, in gold and silver coin. Nobody ever said the army was a 
democracy! 
 
Coming in the future: What to Buy at the Sutlers 
 
Sources: 
The Columbia Rifles Research Compendium 
Revised US Army Regulations, 1863 
http://www.stacksarchive.com/ 
http://www.nps.gov/fosc/forteachers/sutler1.htm 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Israel Goode, Sutler (aka John Peterson) 
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 In 1860, the above Vermonter made the following proposal – “"Resolved, That in 
the opinion of this committee, the existing discontent among the Southern people and the 
growing hostility to the Federal Government, are greatly to be regretted, and that any 
reasonable, proper and constitutional remedy necessary to preserve the peace of the 
country, and the perpetuity of the Union, should be promptly and cheerfully grant."  Who 
was this Vermonter, and in what context was this proposal made? 
 
 
(Answer will appear in next months newsletter)�
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     Did you know that children’s toys may have been used to smuggle drugs 
into the Confederacy during the Civil War? According to the Museum of the 
Confederacy, two dolls, dubbed Nina and Lucy Ann, were likely packed with the drugs 
and shipped from Europe in the hope that Union troops would not inspect toys when 
looking for contraband. Once the dolls reached a port, the powdered quinine would be 
pressed into pills for Southern troops 
 
   The two dolls have been x rayed by VCU Medical Center, where they were found to 
have hallow paper mache heads and one of the dolls, Nina, also had a hallow chest. The 
dolls' heads and shoulders are stitched to the bodies, which are stuffed with wool or 
cotton. Safety pins used to secure their clothing, including undergarments, were visible in 
the X-rays.  
 
   Nina was donated to the museum in 1923 by the children of Gen. James Patton 
Anderson, who commanded the Tennessee Army of the Confederacy. She has red felt 
boots. Lucy Ann, attired in a salmon-colored cape and dress, was given to the museum in 
1976 by an anonymous donor. She is adorned with a coral necklace. Lucy Ann has an 
open gash on the rear of her bonneted head, possibly made when its contents were 
emptied. Nina was likely disassembled then stitched back together. 
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