
 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
    We, the people of the State of Tennessee, waiving any expression of opinion as to the 
abstract doctrine of secession, but asserting the right, as a free and independent people, to 
alter, reform, or abolish our form of government in such manner as we think proper, do 
ordain and declare that all the laws and ordinances by which the State of Tennessee 
became a member of the Federal Union of the United States of America are hereby 
abrogated and annulled, and that all the rights, functions, and powers which by any of said 
laws and ordinances were conveyed to the Government of the United States, and to absolve 
ourselves from all the obligations, restraints, and duties incurred thereto; and do hereby 
henceforth become a free, sovereign, and independent State. ~Tennessee June 8, 1861 
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                                                                                                 ~Mike Frisbie 
                                                                                                 4frisbies@comcast.net 
 
    The Third Rally for Norlands: Civil War Renenactment Weekend at the Washburn-
Norlands Living History Center (Norlands) in Livermore Maine will take place on June 3, 
4 and 5, 2011. Hundreds of living historians outfitted as Confederate and Union infantry 
will scrimmage with replica weaponry on the grounds of the 19th Century historic 
settlement. The event is organized by the 3rd Maine Company A and 15th Alabama 
Company G to benefit the nonprofit Washburn-Norlands Living History Center. You 
must print and mail Jim Buell your waiver, that must be included with the registration 
information he will complete for the unit. Here is the location of the waiver. EACH 
registrant must submit a signed waiver. The form can be found on Norlands website  
http://www.norlands.org/events/civil%20war%20reenactment/2011/Participant%20WAI
VER%202011.pdf 
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                                                                                                ~ Mike Frisbie                                                       
                                                                                                 4frisbies@comcast.net 
 
   By popular demand we have been asked to be the Opening Ceremonies Color Guard for 
the Special Olympics Summer Games which are held at UVM. The time commitment? A 
couple of hours Friday evening, June 3rd. The payoff? Bleachers of smiles from the 
Special Olympics athletes. Everyone please let me know if you are able to do this. You 
know the cause it is for and it is well worth the effort. 
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                                                                                 ~John Peterson 
                                                                                   john.peterson@ottertin.com 
 
    On Saturday June 18th, 2011 the town of Brandon, Vermont will host a Civil War Days 
event which features the Champlain Valley Historical Reenactors offering a living history 
program in the Central Park which includes enlistment activities, running drills, and 
musket firing demonstrations. 
The Civil War ignited conflicts and strong emotions throughout the United States, and 
even a small town in the Northeast was not immune to the changes sweeping the nation. 



 

 

Especially instrumental during this time period was Stephen A. Douglas, a renowned Son 
of Brandon and Abraham Lincoln’s strongest competitor in the 1860 presidential race. 
2011 marks the sesquicentennial of Douglas’s death as well as the opening of its town 
hall. Brandon will celebrate with the second annual Civil War Days event on June 18.  
In addition, this is the 150th anniversary of the opening of the Brandon Town Hall which 
still has the armory room for the Allen Grays, the town militia unit named for Ethan Allen 
and the gray uniforms they wore. The Allen Grays were mustered into the 1st Vermont 
Regiment and members later went on to join other regiments in the Vermont Brigade 
after the 1st Vermont mustered out of service. Some members of the Champlain Valley 
Historical Reenactors will be wearing reproduction of the gray uniforms Vermont soldiers 
wore as they marched off to war. 
A number of Brandon’s Civil-War era homes will open their doors to visitors, giving a 
rare glimpse of what everyday life might have looked like during the 19th century. This is 
also the 250th anniversary of the town's founding and a town-wide birthday party will 
begin at 4 pm with a performance in front of the Congregational Church featuring 250 
singers. The party will conclude with a 250-piece birthday cake and other festivities.  
“Brandon shows us how the anti-slavery movement gained momentum among ordinary 
people who were fired up by a moral commitment to a cause they believed was holy,” 
said Dr. Kevin Thornton, a University of Vermont Professor of History specializing in the 
19th century U.S. “The experiences of this town also show us how common northerners 
became motivated to fight in the Civil War.” Dr. Thornton will be giving talks on the 
subject in the Town Hall, also celebrating its sesquicentennial this year. 
In the evening, there will be a special screening in the Brandon Town Hall of the Buster 
Keaton movie called "The General," which takes place during the Civil War. Jeff Rapsis, 
who plays piano behind silent films around New England, will be the accompaniment.  
Brandon is one of Vermont's most inviting small towns with its entire downtown listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places and recreational opportunities in its backyard. 
The village of 4,000 has a revitalized downtown with shops, galleries, and restaurants and 
over 70 miles of back roads to explore. Easily accessible at the crossroads of Routes 7 
and 73, Brandon is in the foothills of the Green Mountain National Forest, near the shores 
of beautiful Lake Dunmore and close to an array of covered bridges. Accommodations for 
travelers include luxurious country inns, comfortable bed & breakfasts, reasonably-priced 
motels and clean, scenic campgrounds. 
For more information, contact the Brandon Area Chamber of Commerce: 802-247-6401. 
Email at: info@brandon.org or visit <www.brandon.org> 
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                                                                                  ~Bill McKone 
                                                                                             pres18vt@stoweaccess.com 
 
             On June 25 there will be a one-day event with encampment, static displays, and 
dedication of state historical marker commemorating the departure of the 2nd Vermont 
Regiment, the first of the three-year soldiers, from Burlington on June 24, 1861. The unit 



 

 

left Burlington by train from the site of the railroad station near the foot of Battery Park 
and some of the local militia drilled at the park as part of their training. The event will be 
held in Battery Park. Plan on arriving before noon for a program about 1 to 4 PM.  Please 
let Bill know as soon as possible if you can attned!!! 
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                                                                                                 ~Mike Frisbie 
                                                                                                   4frisbies@comcast.net 
 
On to Richmond Boys….. 
  The Richmond Parade is on Monday, July 4 in downtown Richmond. The Parade starts 
at 10:30am, with preparation and line-up starting earlier, maybe arrival around 9:00-
9:30am would be good. The parade starts at Harrington’s on US-2, just east of the Village 
near the Fire Station. There is parking behind Harrington’s. Bring some good loads, 
because there are always lots of spectators that really appreciate our guns going off. 
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                                                             ~Jim Buell 
                                                              jimmyb658@msn.com 
Attention to orders!! 
     Registration is now closed through the unit. Don’t forget, they will NOT accept you as 
a walk-on, so if you decide at a later date to attend, you MUST go to their website to 
register and pay for yourself. To all who have registered, I have sent in your registration 
information for Manassas, along with the waivers that you sent me. This is a required 
form that they want you to put in your cartridge box, ladies – I would suggest your 
baskets. Please make sure you print out a form for each of your family members that are 
attending.(http://www.manassasbullrun.com/images/downloads/MedicalForm_Standard_
150CommemorationReenactment.pdf 
http://www.manassasbullrun.com/         
See you around the campfire – have fun. 
Jim 
http://www.manassasbullrun.com/        �
�
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                                                                                           stevooo99@gmail.com 
 
���In preparation for the 150th anniversary of the Raid on St. Albans banks, there will be a 
weekend long encampment/ living history.  (The St. Albans Raid was the northernmost 
land action of the American Civil War, taking place in St. Albans, Vermont on October 
19, 1864.  Led by Bennett H. Young , Confederate States Army forces began arriving in 
town on October 10. Every day 2-3 more men would arrive in town, by the 19th 21 men 
arrived in town. Just before 3 p.m. the group simultaneously staged a robbery of the three 
banks in the town. They announced that they were Confederate soldiers and stole a total 
of $208,000. As the banks were being robbed, eight or nine of the Confederates held the 
townspeople prisoner on the village green as their horses were stolen. One townsperson 
was killed and another wounded. Young ordered his men to burn the town down, but the 
four-ounce bottles of Greek fire they had brought failed to work, and only one shed was 
destroyed. The raiders fled with the money into Canada, where they were arrested by 
authorities. During the raid, the St. Albans Bank lost $80,000, the Franklin County Bank 
lost $76,000, and the 1st National Bank of St. Albans was relieved of $52,000. The 
Canadian government did return to the Vermont banks $88,000 that was found on the 
raiders.) Weekend events include: *Infantry Drills *Museum Tours *Artillery 
Demonstrations *Meet Abraham Lincoln*Cavalry Demonstrations *Haversack Talk 
*Medical Displays *Candlelight Tour *Artifact Displays *Cooking Demonstration 
*Period Music *Period Sutlers *Battle Skirmish *Learn about the St Albans Raid 
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                                                                                     ~Sue Brown 
                                                                                     Redwolf363@aol.com 
 
    The 10th Annual Civil War Reenactment and Living History Weekend will once again 
be held at Robert Moses State Park near Massena, New York. The event is scheduled for 
Saturday and Sunday, August 26-28, 2011, with registration and set up beginning on 
Friday afternoon, July 26th. 
   Plans are underway for many activities throughout the weekend including children’s 
games, ladies’ activities, battles both days, a basket auction, displays, demonstrations and 
informational talks. As usual we will provide hay, firewood, and some meal rations to all 
pre-registered participants. Please mark August 26-28, 2011 on your calendars and plan to 
spend the weekend camping on the beautiful St. Lawrence River! 
 
    

����

�%������
�'������0����%������
�'������0����%������
�'������0����%������
�'������0��� �
�August 27th -28th 



 

 

                                                                               ~Jim Buell 
                                                      jimmyb658@msn.com 
     Dave Grimm, Executive Director for the Champlain Valley Exposition, has invited us 
to come to the fair as their guests, to set up and put on a living history display as the Civil 
War celebrates the beginning of the 150th sesquicentennial events.  This is an excellent 
opportunity to show our stuff, talk to A LOT of public about the Civil War. We will see a 
lot of people which is an excellent time to recruit. 
   We need to man our area from 10:00 till 22:00 each day. If you wish to stay over, that is 
also OK, we will have a key to use the facilities which is right next to the area where we 
will be set up. The bathrooms even include showers (both men’s and womens)!! We 
would need to set up tents (and there won’t be too many) on Friday, otherwise folks can 
come in Saturday morning.  On Sunday, we can begin to break down before the end of 
our 12 hour day, but we do need to keep a small presence at the area until 22:00. We will 
fire twice each day, so powder and caps will be necessary. We will have a campfire and 
will cook period food so that the public can see what we eat. 
   So, if you could let me know what time you might be able to give, that will help me 
begin to put together a roster so that we can insure coverage without encroaching too 
much on each individual and your family.  
Let me know if you are interested in;  
- Being there on Friday night to get set up and would be interested in staying overnight….  
- Being there for the entire 12 hour shift on Saturday or Sunday….  
- Or, I can help for a few hours on Saturday or Sunday or both.  
- Or, this sounds great, I can be there for the entire time.  
   We wil be located on a plot of ground that is next to the Miller building. Two buildings 
together form an L and we would be in this spot. Please respond asap after you have read 
this e-mail and have had an opportunity to look at your calendar. If I can, I would like to 
try and get some kind of schedule together by Memorial Day so that we can see if there 
are any holes that would need to be filled.  
Thanks in advance…  
2nd Sgt. Jim B. 
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June: 
June 3rd – 5th - Norlands w/ 3rd Maine - Livermore, ME 
June 3rd - Special Olympics Color Guard 
June 3rd – 5th Troy, NY 
June 7th - Drill at Cpl Hendee’s, Starksboro, VT 
June 10th 12th Peterboro, NY 
June 18th – 19th Brandon, VT Living History – VT Sesquicentennial 
Event ***Date might need to be changed to June 25 & 26 
 
July:  
July 4th – Richmond 4th of July Parade – Richmond, VT 
July 22nd –24th - Manassas, Virginia 150th battle reenactment 
(USV Event) 
July 29th – 31st - Living history - St. Albans, VT – [Steve Smith] 
 
August: 
August 2nd - Drill at Cpl Hendee’s, Starksboro, VT 



 

 

August 5-7 -Windham, NY (Civil War music gathering) 
August 6th - 7th Weedon, Quebec  
August 12th – 14th Woodbury, CT 
August 20th - Hillsborough Cav 
August 26th –28th - Massena, NY 
August 27th -28th- Champlain Valley Fair 
 
September 15th – 18th Tunbridge World’s Fair, Tunbridge, VT 
September 17-19 - Saratoga, NY 5th Annual Saratoga Springs Civil War Living History                          
                               Encampment at Historic Congress Park  
September 16th – 18th Lewis, NY 
September 23rd – 25th – German Flats, NY 
September 30th – October 2nd - Old Mill Village, PA 
 
October: 
October 4th - Drill at Cpl Hendee’s, Starksboro, VT 
October 14th – 16th Cedar Creek – Middletown, VA 
November: 
November 5th - Boy Scouts Veterans Day Parade 
November 19th - Remembrance Day Parade Gettysburg, PA 
December: 
Annual Meeting – date TBA 
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   The Gold $ coins that the Mint is producing @ 4/year, of the US Presidents in order of office, 
just issued the coin that features our illustrious General Grant. The previous issue earlier this year 
was of Lincoln so now the 2 coins would make a nice keep sake set of the 2 key influential people 
for the Union in this bloody conflict. 
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  There are a few 2nd VT shirts for sale… now that warmer weather is 
here, they will go faster, be sure to get your now! T-shirt is $12.50 



 

 

(2xl is $14.00). Long t’s still available as well at $16.00 (2xl $17.50) 
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 IT ALL BEGAN AT MANASSAS  
 
    In a couple of months many of us will travel to Virginia to participate in the 150th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Manassas the first actual battle of the civil war. There’s not much to this battle. The casualties 
were slight compared to what was to come. The leaders in command did not achieve the household 
notoriety of Grant or Lee. In its aftermath the North was filled with purpose and determination. On the other 
hand, the South was filled with confidence and resolve of its own. Historians have made note how the 
country stumbled on its path to war. Slavery for some, equality and freedom for others. No doubt our 
founding fathers may have squirmed in their seats as they swept over the unsavory elements in the American 
recipe. They provided the passion, enthusiasm, and motivation for revolution. The laws they established in 
its aftermath provided a well organized and worthy framework for the American experiment. But they didn’t 
provide a national identity. They most have known that sooner or later the chosen paths adopted by the 
regions and states would collide. In the big picture it really makes no difference over whether it was slavery 
or abolition. Somebody was going to have to have the final word, and that word was power and power 
meant money. This after all was the real reason for American independence in the first place. What would 
the nation become after the first round fired at Manassas?  
  
    The American Civil War by some is known as the Second American Revolution whereby the nation 
underwent a purging and a cleansing. Of course, no one knew any of that at the time.  The American 
representative republic was new and untried, and there were many skeptics. Some of those skeptics were the 
American people themselves. From the beginning they were mistrustful of a strong government. They had 
only known the Crown’s rule for years, and knew nothing else. What was the moral character of this new 
nation? Was the United States a real nation ready to take it’s place in the world? Or was it a collection of 
states with their own unique voice? Did people identify more by where they were from or as an American 
with a common bond of shared history? What did the meaning of liberty and equality mean to them? How 
did they reconcile the apparent contradiction that slavery existed in some states where the constitution still 
proclaimed all men are created equal? These were questions that compromise could not answer prior to 
Manassas. The South was determined to chart its own course, and the North was equally committed to 
keeping its brethren committed to the same central government and ideals. Slavery just happened to be the 
one galvanizing issue that could agree to disagree on. It would have painful yet necessary consequences.  
 
   No one could chart how the country would develop in the years after the Revolution.  This would be a free 
form process one not guaranteed by the Constitution. The question of the survival of the United States was 
open and undecided. For the people of the south their view of government was very limited. In a strict sense 
government existed to serve and protect them, and there was nothing else. Therefore, the ideals of liberty 



 

 

and equality were in actuality somewhat subordinate. They would decide what was best for them. 
Northerners on the other hand were willing to subscribe to the idea that a strong central representative 
government would be best suited for insuring the protection of these individual rights and liberties.  
 
    Manassas opened the door to uncertainty. If the South had won skeptics may well have said that a true 
democracy can not endure when there are competing interests. Yet, even though the North emerged 
victorious, the country was not the same at Appomattox as it was at Manassas. How could it be? Another 
revolution had occurred. Yes, the slaves were freed, and even though there was much left to do, the country 
had only one voice. For better or for worse we would have to live with that voice. What started out as a 
fight to preserve the Union ended up being so much more.   
 
   The South paid a heavy price for its passage into history. Two-thirds of Southern assessed wealth 
disappeared during the war. The French nobility did not lose that much during the French Revolution. 
Russian land and serf owners did not lose that much during the Russian Revolution. There was a rancor, 
bitterness, despondency and deep sadness which prevailed throughout the south after the war. It has 
lingered ever since and has resulted in a deep psychological scar. It is there today. 
 
  In its aftermath we have to conclude that the Union as well as the Confederacy was destroyed in the Civil 
War. There were no United State(s) after the war but rather a single United States of America. It took 
Lincoln until Gettysburg to understand what was happening to the country, but it was Manassas where it all 
began. The country tore itself open and renewed itself afterward. As Lincoln understood very well- it is not 
how arms are taken up and why, but equally how they are laid back down and why and then what follows.         
 
                                                        Remember Manassas.  
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                                                                                   ~ Dan Celik 
               
   Dr. Samuel Guthrie of Sackets Harbor, NY, was the first to distill Chloride of Lime 
with alcohol in a copper still in 1831. He called it Chloric Ether, soon to be named “ 
Cholroform” and widely used during the Civil War. 
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                                                                                        Charles Martin  
         
      In the wee morning hours of April 12, 1861, historians agree that the star shell fired from a mortar that 
exploded in a fireworks-like display over Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor was the shot that began the 
Civil War. A century and a half later, I decided to experience what it was like to be a Federal soldier in the 
fort before that event took place. 
   After weeks of searching the internet to make the contacts for the opportunity to do so, months of 
acquiring the necessary accoutrements, and many dollars spent in those acquisitions, I was ready to enter the 
time machine to undertake the living history exercise of the life of a lowly private garrisoned in Fort Sumter 
seven score and ten years ago. The requirements were strict. The uniform had to conform to the regulations 
of the pre-Civil War Federal army with obvious differences from the run-of-the-mill reenactor outfit. The 



 

 

headgear was black hat with the left brim turned up (commonly known as the Jeff Davis hat), rather than the 
forage cap commonly seen in images of Civil war solders. The frock coat was trimmed with red piping of 
the artillery branch on the frock coat (the unit represented was the 1st U.S. Artillery, Company E) not the 
blue of the infantry branch, both of which have been carried down to the present day. The more expensive 
to produce dark blue trousers and leather canteen strap than the cheaper sky blue trousers (cheaper dye) and 
cloth canteen strap for the hundreds of thousands of Federal troops during the war. 
  The musket was the heavier .69 caliber smooth bore M1842 Springfield than the later M1861 .58 caliber 
rifled musket. The manual of arms for the musket was different from the one that most present re-enactors 
use, much more similar to the one used by the French army during the reign of Napoleon. 
After a detour to visit my brother in Tennessee, I drove to Charleston doing a ride share with a Kentuckian 
on his way to join the 1st South Carolina Infantry. At breakfast in the hotel where we stayed the night before 
the day that we were to register to participate in the living history events, we were both in our 19th century 
garb, and grabbed the attention of the others in the hotel’s restaurant. We immediately started a debate 
about the “right” of a state to secede from the Federal Union, to the onlookers’ delight. 
     When we arrived at registration at Fort Moultrie (from where the Federal troops departed for Fort 
Sumter December 26, 1860 because of its indefensible position) he assigned location of my Confederate 
comrade’s 1st South Carolina Regiment, it became apparent that there was as much uncertainty as to what 
would happen next as there was a hundred and fifty years ago. The continuing resolution that provided for 
the funding of the Federal Government was due to expire at midnight that day (April 8th) and would 
effectively close the National Park Service that managed both Fort Moultrie and Fort Sumter (previously 
unoccupied but far more defensible on an island in the middle of Charleston Harbor). 1861 – would Sumter 
be resupplied, be reinforced, be evacuated; 2011 – would we be permitted to go to Sumter, if we got there 
would we have to leave, would the 1st South Carolina be allowed to remain at Fort Moutrie, would there be 
alternative sites for us to at least display our military prowess? Rumors abounded, and a CNN film crew 
promised that the discussion we were having about the “what ifs” would most likely be on the evening 
news. 
  On Friday evening, the Park service decided that we Federals could not go the Sumter because of the 
uncertainty over the Federal budget. We would bivouac that night at a fire company pavilion for outdoor 
picnics. However, the 1st South Carolina could bivouac outside Fort Moultrie but would have to move the 
next morning if the continuing resolution did not pass before midnight by Congress. 
   We dropped our gear off at the pavilion and parked our horseless carriages in a specially assigned parking 
lot. When we returned to the pavilion from our parked vehicles, we stepped into the 19th Century. My 
identity changed to Private Frank Rivers of “Harrison County.” Vermont, an inexplicable mistake on this E 
Company private’s enlistment papers as there is no Harrison County; perhaps he was from Harrison Falls in 
Rutland County. This was not going to be a simple, run-of-the mill reenactment; this was a 24/7 living 
history experience. 
     Our memorable company first sergeant, who I guessed to be a former Marine non-com introduced 
himself and began our instruction to the choreography of close order company drill and the unfamiliar pre 
Civil War manual of arms with a vengeance. He was Lou Gossett. Jr., as drill sergeant Emil Foley in “An 
Officer and a Gentleman,” R. Lee Emory as Gunnery Sgt. Hartman in “Full Metal Jacket,” Eileen Brennan 
as Captain Doreen Lewis in “Private Benjamin” and Warren Oates as Sgt. Hulka in “Stripes” all rolled into 
one. 
  After our initial hours of drill, we fell out for supper of lumpy grits and were each issued a hunk of smoked 
bacon for our haversack. No one asked for seconds. Then more drill until after dark and assignments to 
three squads each commanded by a corporal. I chose to bed down outside the pavilion to sleep under the 
stars and discovered that I shared the environment with sand fleas who taught black flies, no-see-ums and 
mosquitoes everything they know about making life miserable for humans. 
  The next morning, Saturday, April 9th, we awoke to reveille by our very own drummer boy. We learned 
that we were indeed going to Fort Sumter as Congress passed the continuing resolution the previous evening 
(there went my 15 minutes of fame on CNN comparing the uncertainty of 150 years ago and the present). 
The boat to Sumter was to leave at 7 A.M., not enough time to enjoy a gourmet breakfast of the bacon in 
our haversacks. We geared up and marched about three blocks to Fort Moultrie, from where we were to 
leave and our actual counterparts left to sail to Sumter a century and a half ago. 
  Immediately the timeless military reality of “hurry up and wait” was equally applicable to our unit. We got 
to the point of departure at seven, but no boat. The first sergeant recognized it was an opportune time to 



 

 

sharpen our “regular army” appearance for the visitors to Sumter. We drilled and drilled and drilled. He 
introduced us to a new command that may not have been historically accurate, but made necessary by the 
sand fleas, “Company – Scratch!” This followed the information that the command “Attention!” did not 
include scratching the sand fleas burrowing into our skin. 
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     ( PLEASE feel free to send stuff to Sue Brown at redwolf363@aol.com with anything you 
want! We are always looking for info to share!)   
 
Happy Anniversary to John & Laura Peterson! 26 yrs and going strong! 
 
Happy Birthday  to John Croft & Daric Brown !  
  
Happy Birthday to Jim Buell! 
 
Congratulations to Rowan Peterson!  ����������	
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Congratulations to  Andrew Cassidy  for being inducted into the Order of the Arrow 
which is scouting's national honor society, on the weekend of May 13-15. The Order of 
the Arrow uses American Indian-styled traditions and ceremonies to bestow recognition 
on scouts selected by their peers as best exemplifying the ideals of Scouting. 
   
Great representation to Steve Smith and the 2nd Mississippi on Memorial Day at the 
Vergennes Parade which made the Channel 3 News! 
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       During the Civil War an estimated 70% of all men and women above the age of 12 
used some form of tobacco. The Federal government did not issue a tobacco ration but 
the Confederate government did since it always had a plentiful supply. 


