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Dues & Medical Form-  Annual dues are now due! Thank you to all who 
renewed their dues at the meeting! These funds primarily cover the costs of the groups’ 
insurance for the year. If you have not paid your dues, you really need to do so at once so 
that your name can be listed on the insurance policy. Please make checks payable to 
CVHRI, $25.00 for an individual, $40.00 for a family. Also please go to the website, 
obtain a medical form under “Join us” and please fill it out so we can have updated forms 
for 2010. These forms go into a sealed envelope to be put in a “historical 1ts aid kit” that 



 

 

goes on the field with us, in case of emergencies.  Mail your dues and medical form to 
Jim Buell, 223 Stokes Avenue, Shelburne, VT 05482.  Thank you! 
 

CVHR Potluck Dinner ~February 6                   ~Sue Brown 
                                                                                                        redwolf363@aol.com 
   The 2nd VT will be holding a potluck dinner at Cpl. Hendees house located at 178 
Tatro Rd., Starkboro, VT. Dinner will be set for 6:30, arrival time of 6:00. We are hoping 
everyone can make it in period dress, but please, NO HOOPS due to space limitations. 
Also, please remember that brogans with heel plates need to be removed at the door. 
No Heel Plates!! We are considering this a whole family event, so please be sure to bring 
the family whether they reenact or not! 

 
Winter Carnival Parade ~ Feb 13:  ����������������������������������	�
����
                                                                                            Mike.Frisbie@rehabgym.com 
    Don't forget the Winter Carnival Parade in Saranac Lake, NY.  The 55th VA would love to have 
the 2nd VT. in attendance. It's a real good time and great PR! The spectators usually number in 
the thousands for this parade. 
 
                                                                                             

 University Mall Recruiting ~ March 27             ~Ted Miles 
                                                                                                         tmilesffl@yahoo.com 
                                    Calling all Vermonters! 
     The season is approaching quickly. We have the University Mall community space 
reserved for us on March 27 for our recruiting event. The event is from 10-3 or 4. I am 
compiling a list of interested parties to participate ion this event. It's indoors and heated. 
:). Please respond to this email if this is possible for you. Even a couple hours in the 
morning or afternoon is OK. Those who have participated in this in the past have not 
been disappointed from the public response.  
For the union,  
Pvt Miles 
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         Have you ever wondered why someone reenacts? For Pvt, Mark Cassidy, it is 
because of family and love of history.  
 
             ����0������
���	��1������+� �
So, I was asked to write a short paragraph on why I decided to become a Civil War Re-en 
actor. A friend who I used to work with portrays a civil war surgeon and he would always 
tell me of all the places they would go and the interesting things they would do while at 
an event. He would share his love of the hobby and his knowledge of history with me and 
I thought that this was a thing I could do with my family.  
 
Since I enjoy history myself and I knew my youngest son did, I decided that this was what 
we would do. Our family has traveled to historic battlefields in Virginia and Gettysburg 
as well as visiting many parts of the northeast. At every destination in our travels we are 
overwhelmed with kindness from fellow reenactors that we have never met as well as 
seeing old friends made along the way. The members of our unit have become like family 
to us and we always enjoy our time together. So I guess the reason I (we) became 
reenactors is because of the family that shares our hobby with us.  
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Choosing a Proper Forage Cap 
A reenactor’s hat is one of the most visible parts of his impression. Even from a distance, 
the most obvious give-away of a "newby" or "farby" reenactor will be a poorly made hat. 
For this reason any new reenactor who wants to be taken seriously should take the time 
and make the commitment get a well-made authentic reproduction hat. In the same spirit, 
if a veteran reenactor wants to upgrade his impression, he ought to consider an authentic 
cap if he does not have one already. 
By far the most common hat worn by Vermonters during the Civil War was the Model 
1858 forage cap that was issued to the soldier. A reenactor who wants to portray a 
Vermont soldier should have a good reproduction of this cap. It was a modified version of 
the stiffened shako-style 1851 cap which was, in turn, inspired by the hat worn in the 
French Army. While many contractors supplied caps with slight variations to the federal 
government during the war there are features common to all of these caps that the 
reenactor should look for in selecting his own. 
Cloth – Forage caps in the period were made from broadcloth wool – relatively thin wool 
that was well “fulled” (the fibers expanded) with such a fine weave that it would be 



 

 

difficult to actually see the weave. One of the glaring marks of a “farby” or “sutler row” 
cap is that it is made of heavy wool with a coarse weave. A hat made from heavy wool 
does not sit well on the head and does not look like caps seen in period photographs. 
Top- – A welt often filled with a reed or cord was stitched between the body of the cap 
and the stiffened top disk. The top should present a flat surface. Caps that have a raised 
edge around the outside and a bit of a step down to the disk are actually kepis. Many of 
these are sold on sutler row as forage caps but they are incorrect as a representation of the 
issued Model 1858 cap. 
Visor – The visor of the cap was described in the Quartermaster Specifications as being of 
“glazed leather.” Surviving originals show the visor to have had a high gloss finish that 
sometimes crackled. The visors were typically less than 1/8” thick. Poor reproductions are 
often made of thicker leather with a matt finish. The visor edge was left unfinished with 
no stitched binding or embossed bead. Some were flat, some had a slight downward slant. 
The reenactor should resist the temptation to curl the visor down like a modern baseball 
cap. The narrow visor with the steeper downward slant is called a MacDowell cap by 
modern reenactors. This style is generally believed to have been a private purchase item, 
not an issue item.  
Chinstrap – The chinstrap was two strips of very thin leather also with a high gloss or 
glazed finish. Cheap reproductions use thicker leather for the strap. Really poor 
reproductions may even use a modern army or air force uniform cap chinstrap. It was 
secured to the cap by a pair of 5/8 inch army pattern brass buttons. The brass buckle 
should be die-stamped from relatively thin sheet metal.  
Lining – The lining of the cap should be a lightweight cotton with either a polished or 
fine twill finish in either brown or black. 
Sweatband – Quartermaster Specifications called for “goatskin morocco.” This is a thin 
leather with a smooth finish on the side that comes into contact with the head. On 
originals this usually has a diamond or checked pattern embossed in it.  
Hat Brass – Best to leave it off! If you must wear hat brass limit it to either a regimental 
number or a company letter. The infantry bugle was actually intended for the full dress 
hat (called a Hardee hat by reenactors). Although it is possible to find some original 
images and caps that display a bugle and other hat brass photographs show that by far 
most soldiers did not festoon their caps with brass. Authentic reenactors howl when they 
see a farb with his cap loaded down with brass.  
It is difficult for the uninformed (read that word carefully!) reenactor to walk by what 
looks like a bargain on a hat for fifty dollars or even less. Today a new, authentic 
reproduction cap is going to cost closer to one hundred dollars or even more although it is 
possible to buy used gear for less on one of the reenactor classified ad sites online. (Some 
reenactors are real “gear heads” who end up with more caps than they discover they need 
and dump them all at once online to get some quick cash.) Brad Keune from Connecticut 
was making great reproduction caps for years at a great price but he has now retired from 
the business. Some of the more well known and productive makers of high quality caps 
today are: 
Dirty Billy of Gettysburg 
http://www.dirtybillyshats.com/ 
(note: some people have found mail service from Dirty Billy to be very slow and 



 

 

recommend only buying from him in person at his shop or at an event.) 
NJ Sekela 
http://www.njsekela.com/ 
Greg Starbuck 
http://home.earthlink.net/~cwkepi/id2.html  
Other makers of caps are Don Smith of the Trans-Mississippi Depot and Chris Semancik. 
For more information on original forage caps consult “The Forage Cap” by John E. Tobey 
in The Columbia Rifles Research Compendium. 
                                              ��B�%������	
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Abraham Lincoln  (February 12, 1809 – April 15, 1865) 
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