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����Barnard “Home For The Holidays” - December 3               ~John Croft 
                                                                                                        vtcrofts@comcast.net 
      



 

 

    The CVHR has been invited to attend the “Home for the Holidays” event in Barnard, 
Vermont to be held on Saturday December 3rd. The event will run from 12:00pm to 
5:30pm with a house tour , which is followed by a Church Service and tree lighting on the 
green at 5:30pm. Kaz, who is the coordinator and a member of the Barnard Historical 
Society would like to have an encampment as part of his open house, and has requested a 
wedge tent and civil war reenactors. He has offered a powder reimbursement and would 
like to us to fire. He also has access to a Revolutionary War period cannon and would like 
to touch this off as well. It would be great to have 6 to 8 members present, covering the 
multiple impressions of our group. This would be an living history and an opportunity to 
talk about what we do. Barnard raised a company that was part of the 16th Vermont and 
has 166 soldiers credited to the town. There are some interesting characters, such as the 
following: 
Tupper, Tullius Cicero , Age: 53, cred. Barnard, VT; service: prewar lawyer, planter, MS; 
B.G. CSA MS Militia 10 Mar 1862, M.G. CSA MS Militia Jun 1862, resigned Mar 1863. 
(more) 
Born: 02/09/1809, Barnard, VT; Died: 08/14/1866; Buried: Canton City Cemetery, 
Canton, MS 
  It would be interesting the know the whole back-story on this guy… 
There will be an open buffet throughout the day, so food will be provided. Kaz was a 
great host for us in 2006 and will certainly be again this year. I have received only a few 
volunteers so far and would like to make the call to the group. If you are interested in 
attending for part or all, please let me know if you are able to attend on December 3rd. 
If you have any questions regarding the event, location, or would like other details, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me. Thanks! 
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����  - December 10 
 Mark your calendars ! The annual meeting will be held this year on 
December 10. The meeting will begin at 9, coffee at 8:30. The meeting will take 

place at the Ilsley Library at 75 Main Street, Middlebury. Due are due! 
Individual are $25.00 and families are $40.00. Please make check out to CVHR 
and bring to the meeting with you! Thank you for your helping advance! 
  If you are planning on going to Rosies afterwards t o grab a quick bite to 
eat, please let Sue Brown know so that we may give Rosie’s a head count 
to fit us all in! redwolf363@aol.com . Thanks!  
 
 
 
 

Battle for Shelburne Crossroads-May 18-

20,2012                                                                   ~Jim Buell 



 

 

                                                                                               Jim.Buell@uvm.edu 
 
The planning for Shelburne Crossroads begins. E-mails and snail mail is 
currently underway to the re-enacting community as well as school notifications. 
As you attend events, please talk up Shelburne Crossroads, we would like to 
increase our re-enactor population. 
What: Shelburne Crossroads (annual CVHRI living his tory presentation) 
Where: Shelburne, Vermont (we are talking with Shel burne Farms, at a 
minimum we 
have Tom Cabot’s property, so pretty much the same location, the 
intersection 
(crossroad) of Bay and Harbor Rd’s. 
When: Friday – Sunday, May 18-20, 2012 Why: Because  we love this stuff!  
Please start thinking about the event and the part you have played in the past. If 
you can pitch in and help Josh and Jim by taking on the task that you normally 
have done, that would be great. 
Many hands make light work. If you can volunteer to take on other tasks, or step 
up to the plate for the first time – we welcome that as well. 
Thanks… 
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December: 
 December 3 - Barnard “Home For The Holidays” 
 December 10 - Annual Meeting, Middlebury VT 9:00�
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                                                                                                                                ~Steve Smith 
                                                                                                                       
                                  HARD TIMES IN DIXIE 
 
The Fall of 1863 was not a joyful time across the South. While the defeat at Vicksburg 
was a devastating strategic blow, the tremendous slaughter at Gettysburg produced the 
most despair. Returning soldiers either on furlough or on convalescence were 
demoralized, a feeling compounded by lack of food and worry over their homes and 
families. 
 
But it wasn’t just the battlefield setbacks that produced the darkest mood. Soldiers and 
civilians alike were also beginning to loose their faith in the Confederate government. 
Jefferson Davis had repeatedly assured people that “they have nothing to fear at home.” 
This assurance rang hollow though in many letters soldiers received which foretold of 
children crying for bread at home. Hardship was felt from Mississippi to Virginia and 
many even worried that the Confederacy just wasn’t united enough to weather these 
difficulties. In addition, there was growing resentment over those who avoided serving in 
the army or took advantage of the hard times at home for their own profit. This was 
before the use of the derogatory terms scalawag and carpetbagger. 
 
Florida sergeant Archie Livingston noted, “I wish that the men who so anxiously pushed 
for rebellion would do their duty as near as that of the patriot.” He further mentioned a 
list of names of the elite who breathed fire in the beginning but who presently seemed so 
reluctant to share in the hardship and risk now that the Confederacy needed them. 
 
Of course the situation in the West was more grim. Not even Robert E Lee could inspire 
hope and reason to celebrate. The rancor didn’t amount to a yearning to rejoin the Union, 
but it did stress the Confederacy. I sometimes wonder, though with no way to prove it, if 
this wasn’t the mood that affected my ancestor Nicolas Lee as he was being paroled in 
Alton, Illinois. The parole required him not to pick up arms again, which was a decision 
easy to make if faith in the cause vanished. Consequently, it would have been easier to 
start a farm in Mississippi and raise a family. I suppose therefore that I owe him my 



 

 

thanks. 
 
On the political front some Southerners began to fear Richmond more than Washington 
and actively resisted many efforts by the Davis administration. Staunch Confederate 
Representative Macon Bonner stated, “President Davis is ambitious with ambition that 
knows no bounds.” He further warned, “few men who ever had full power gave it back to 
the people.” Many Southerners resented the power of the government and felt it reached 
too far into their lives especially with regard to the laws that enabled authorities to gather 
livestock and produce upon which the family relied. One soldier even required his wife 
sell the family cows just so that they could reap some profit from it before it was too late 
and they received nothing at all. 
 
Class conflict also developed and though the Confederacy was able to resist that divisive 
element, it did contribute to growing anger especially among soldiers who hated wealthy 
civilians and referred to them as “rich bigbugs.” 
 
Discontent in some cases led to outright mutiny. The state of North Carolina led by 
newspaper editor William Holden demanded that Richmond authorities negotiate peace 
with their Federal counterparts. Otherwise, it would do so itself. North Carolina soldiers 
supported this effort, but in the end, nothing much came from it. Desertions mounted and 
some soldiers expressed hope that if enough did desert the war would have to end. Whole 
units like the 52nd Georgia disappeared overnight.  
 
Nevertheless, the strain of 1863 was endured. The Confederate government was affected 
though. As the war turned more and more against Richmond, its needs conflicted with 
those of common Southerners. Many complained. Many resisted. Many engaged in 
political in-fighting. Morale was low but nowhere did it produce a clamor to rejoin the 
Union. Though times were hard and soon to get harder the devotion to “material 
aspirations” of soldiers and their families, as well as the internal logic generated by the 
war itself sustained their overall conviction. At some point the attitude that they had 
suffered too much to give up now sustained them even further. Unfortunately, that took 
them all the way to Appomatox.       
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                                                                                                         ~Dan Celik 
  From the Civil War’s aftermath came various developments in medicine and surgery. 
The triage system was introduced to efficiently evaluate patients. Medical logistical 
support became defined. Pain-killing compounds were invented which eased the soldier’s 
suffering. The antiseptic value of heat was learned. New types of operations were 
introduced such as, the resection of limbs. Reconstructive surgery was developed for 
maimed victims and was the precursor to plastic surgery. Medical transportation was 



 

 

developed and refined. Hospital systems became more efficient through mandatory 
administration structures. It was realized that a clean hospital was one with lower 
infections. All major operations were considered for second opinions and medical records 
started to be kept for individuals.  
   At the start of the war there were no military general hospitals. By the war’s end there 
were 204 Union and 150 Confederate general hospitals in operation. The budget of the 
Union medical department in 1860 was $90,000 however the total expenditure for the war 
was $47,400,000. It was the first war in history in which medical personnel and wounded 
were treated as non-combatants and was the precursor to the Geneva Convention. Nursing 
was developed and from it stemmed the establishment of the American Red Cross in 
1888. The use of prosthetics was developed and mass produced. Federal pension plans 
were developed and refined which allowed the Civil War veterans or their spouses to 
receive monetary compensation according to the severity of their wound.  
   Medical and surgical procedures were put through their toughest test and performed 
because of circumstance. Perhaps ingenuity was the most employed skill during the war. 
The era witnessed inventions and developments that were refined and many of which are 
still employed today. The medical department’s ultimate achievement was field 
expediency which prevails in modern military and civilian life. 
 
                  
   The Union and the Confederacy were fighting each other over slavery and state’s rights. 
However, the medical personnel on both sides took the same Hippocratic oath and were 
therefore, fighting alongside one another. Their common enemy was invisible and 
eluding. Along with what they gained from the battlefield, the doctors in blue and gray 
did their best with what knowledge they had. Those turbulent years proved to be a testing 
ground for modern methods of medicine.  

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

�������������������� ����������	
�����  
                                                                                              ~Sue Brown 
 
                      The Lincoln Conspirators - (part 2) 

 
 
 
      David Herold, Lewis Powell, George Atzerodt, Samuel Arnold, Michael O’Laughlen, 
and Edman Spangler were originally held aboard the Navy ironclads Montauk and 
Saugus. The ironclads were anchored in the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River, near 
the Navy Yard. A short distance downstream from the Navy Yard was the Washington 
Arsenal, the present-day site of Fort Lesley J. McNair.  The others arrested in connection 
with Lincolns murder were housed at the Old Capitol Prison, Mary Surratt was held at an 
annex next to the Prison. (The Old Capitol Prison was located opposite the U.S. Capitol, 
on the present-day site of the U. S. Supreme Court.) On April 23rd, Secretary of War 
Edwin Stanton ordered the six men being held on the Navy vessels be transferred to the 
penitentiary, on the grounds of the Washington Arsenal, along with Mary Surratt.  
   Each cell measured 7� by 3 ½� by 7� with solid masonry walls eighteen inches thick. 
Their iron doors opened alternately to the north and south to prevent the prisoners from 
communicating with each other. Eight heavy canvas hoods were made to further isolate 
the prisoners, padded one-inch thick with cotton, with one small hole for eating, no 
opening for eyes or ears. (The hoods were also used as a preventative against suicide. 
Lewis Powell (Payne) had attempted suicide by banging his head against the wall.) 
Stanton ordered that the bags be worn by the seven men day and night as a preventive to 
conversation. Hood number eight was never used on Mary Surratt. A ball of extra cotton 
padding covered the eyes so that there was painful pressure on the closed lids. No baths 



 

 

or washing of any kind were allowed, and during the hot breathless weeks of the trial the 
prisoners’ faces became more swollen and bloated by the day, and even the prison doctor 
began to fear for the conspirators’ sanity inside those heavy hoods laced so tight around 
their necks. But Stanton would not allow them to be removed, nor the rigid wrist irons, 
nor the anklets, each of which was connected to an iron ball weighing seventy-five 
pounds. The hoods were worn 24 hours a day until June 6, 1865 when Major General 
John Hartranft, Special Provost Marshal in charge of the prisoners and execution, had 
them removed.  

 
Padded Hoods worn by the Conspiritors 
 
   The Military Commission convened for the first time on May 8 in a newly-created 
courtroom on the third floor of the Old Arsenal Penitentiary in Washington. On June 29, 
1865, the Military Commission met in secret session to begin its review of the evidence 
in the seven-week long trial. The next day, it reached its verdicts. The Commission found 
seven of the prisoners guilty of at least one of the conspiracy charges, and Spangler guilty 
of aiding and abetting Booth's escape. Four of the prisoners (Mary Surratt, Lewis Powell, 
George Atzerodt, and David Herold) were sentenced "to be hanged by the neck until he 
(or she) be dead." Samuel Arnold, Dr. Samuel Mudd and Michael O'Laughlen were 
sentenced to "hard labor for life, at such place at the President shall direct." Edman 
Spangler received a six-year sentence. On July 5, Johnson approved all of the 
Commission's sentences, including the death sentence for Surratt.  
   Shortly after one-thirty on the afternoon of July 7, 1865, the trap of the gallows installed 
in the courtyard of the Old Arsenal Building was sprung, and the four condemned 
prisoners fell to their deaths. The bodies of the executed were allowed to hang for about 
30 minutes. Each body was inspected by a physician to ensure that death had occurred. 
Upon examination, the military surgeons determined that no one's neck had been broken 
by the fall, as intended. The manacles and cloth bindings were removed (but not the white 
execution masks), and the bodies were placed into the pine coffins. The name of each 
person was written on a piece of paper by acting Assistant Adjutant R. A. Watts, and 
inserted in a glass vial (which was placed into the coffin). The coffins were buried against 
the prison wall in shallow graves, just a few feet from the gallows.  
   Anna Surratt unsuccessfully asked for her mother's body for four years. In 1867, the 
War Department decided to tear down the portion of the Washington Arsenal where the 
bodies of Surratt and the other executed conspirators lay. On October 1, 1867, the coffins 



 

 

were disinterred and reburied in Warehouse No. 1 at the Arsenal, with a wooden marker 
placed at the head of each burial vault. John Wilkes Booth's body lay alongside them. In 
February 1869, Edwin Booth asked President Johnson for the body of his brother, John 
Wilkes Booth. Johnson agreed to turn the body over to the Booth family, and on February 
8 Surratt's body was turned over to the Surratt family, where she was buried in Mount 
Olivet Cemetery in Washington, D.C. . In 1992, Powell's skull turned up in the 
Anthropology Department of the Smithsonian Institution among a collection of Native 
American skulls. ( No one is knows how this happened.) The skull was returned to a 
Powell relative who buried it in a cemetery in Geneva, Florida. Atzerodt is interred under 
the fictitious name Gottlief Taubert in St. Paul's Lutheran Cemetery in Baltimore, 
Maryland. On February 15, 1869 David Herold's mother and 5 of his sisters interred his 
remains in Congressional Cemetery, also in  Washington, D. C., in an unmarked grave, 
next to the grave of his father Adam. The gravestone memorializing Herold is now 
present in Congressional Cemetery, it was placed there in July 1917, at the time of the 
burial, by his sister Mary Alice Nelson.  
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     ( PLEASE feel free to send items to Sue Brown at redwolf363@aol.com with anything you 
want! We are always looking for info to share!)    
    I want to wish you all a very Happy Holidays and best wishes for 2012! Thank 
you to everyone who as contributed to the newsletter all year long. With out you all, 
it would not be what it is! Special thanks to Steve Smith, who has faithfully, every 
month, without fail, submitted an article! I hope that you all enjoy reading it as 
much as I do. I am always looking for new ideas or things you may want to see in 
here. Please don’t be shy!  
 
Happy Birthday to Cindy Cassidy and Dan Celik!  
 
Good luck to Andrew Cassidy in his upcoming play “Grease” Break a leg!!! 
 

��������	����
��������
�������� �
 
Sending a “touch of home” to American men and women who serve our country is the 
perfect way to express your appreciation and support during the holiday season.  
 
Holiday Mail For Heroes 
P.O. Box 5456 
Capitol Heights, MD 20791-5456  
 
Card Guidelines: 
Every card received will be screened for hazardous materials by Pitney Bowes and then 
reviewed by Red Cross volunteers working around the country. 
Please observe the following guidelines to ensure a quick reviewing process: 



 

 

· All cards being sent in for 2011 Holiday Mail For Heroes program should be 
postmarked no later than Friday, December 9, 2011.  

· Ensure that all cards are signed.  
· Use generic salutations such as “Dear Service Member.” Cards addressed to 

specific individuals can not be delivered through this program.  
· Only cards are being accepted. Do not send letters.  
· Do not include email or home addresses on the cards, as the program is not meant 

to foster pen pal relationships.  
· Do not include inserts of any kind, including photos, as these items will be 

removed during the reviewing process.  
· We encourage participants to mail as many cards as they are comfortable sending. 

If you are mailing a large quantity, please bundle the cards and place them in large 
mailing envelopes or use a flat rate box from the post office. Each card does not 
need its own envelope, as cards will be removed from all envelopes before 
distribution.  

· Please refrain from sending holiday cards with glitter. Many of these cards will be 
delivered to military and veterans medical facilities and the glitter could interfere 
with a patient's recovery 
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When treating a patient, Clara Barton had a bullet pass through her sleeve, hit and kill her 
patient. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


