CHAMPLAIN VALLEY HTOR]C REENACTORS

2nd Vermont Volunteer Infantry, Co. A;
Ist Vermeont Cavalry, Co. K;
Vermont Brigade Field Dressing Station

and associated Green Mountain Citizens




The annual meeting will be held this year on Decenild instead of January. The
meeting will begin at 9, coffee at 8:30. The meagtmill take place at the lisley Library at

75 Main Street, Middlebury

I Individual are $25.00 and families are $40.00. &amake

check out to CVHR and bring to the meeting withlyblmank you for your helping
advance!

The new CVHR shirts are here! Get yours while thy last! The shirts will be
available at the meeting on Decembef at the following prices. (Please make your
check payable to CVHRI and present it to the Tres¥ulf you are unable to attend the
annual meeting and would like to procure a stettthe Mike know, and he will be
happy to hold one aside for you to purchase anklpic

Small - XL @ $12.50/shirt Small - XL @ $16.00/shirt
2 XL @ $14.00/shirt 2 XL @ $17.50/shirt




If you follow the Dollar coin program (is nowd3idents instead of Sacagawea), the
last of the 4 issues for this year just arrivethatBank and it's our President...! Abe.. Be
sure to get yours today, they make a nice Chrispresent. Thank you Brown for sharing
this!

On November 7, a television company from the UKedaWide Eyed Entertainment
came to Tunbridge, VT They were making a three gaties for National Geographic on
the Civil War. They look mainly at the experiencé®rdinary people as recorded in their
own words in letters or diaries. They aim to aisal fiving descendants of these people
and want to find photographs from the period thatralevant to their relations account
of the war. They are currently researching theydaad letters of Wilbur Fisk. Wilbur

lived in Tunbridge and served in Company E, Sedéacnont Volunteers. Wilbur's
letters have been published in the book “Hard Miagvery Day“. We would like

bring a descendant of Wilbur Fisk to Vermont andenaim meet with a reenactment
group to experience life as a civil war soldiero%t on hand to meet Mr. Fisk were John
Peterson, Brown Richardson, Whit Maxfield, Ben Petr, Erik & Sam Hector.
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A Persd Connection

As civil war battles go the Battle of Port Gibsoasasmall and seemingly insignificant.
However, it was the first skirmish involving US @t& troops on the east bank of the
Mississippi River south of Vicksburg, and there \adet at stake. Already there had been
numerous attempts at prying stubborn Confederatesfd/icksburg, and just recently
David Porter’s gunboat fleet had suffered a modettat at Grand Gulf. A setback at
Port Gibson might have unhinged this latest atteznfitely. Nevertheless, his army
began its march resolutely toward the first sn@dirt along the way- Port Gibson.

Meanwhile, up in Vicksburg Confederate General JBhRemberton wondered in
confusion over this latest Yankee maneuver. Wezaehports of Union troops crossing
the river true? If so, could it be just a feint? édgected another thrust at the city like all
others from the north. A crossing south of the nigant that Union troops would have
no supply base, unthinkable in military dogma & time. Fortunately, Pemberton had
capable subordinates like General John Bowen whom@nded the garrison at Grand
Gulf. He knew the Federals would land south anérfeav that such a maneuver would
mean his left flank would be open. In addition khew that he didn’t have the numbers
to engage the Union troops in a pitched battle d¢ineg got on the east bank. But he
needed to delay their approach as much as posshikemight buy enough time for
Pemberton to send reinforcements. He ordered Wittaate for as many troops as
possible to gather at Port Gibson, and he assiBrigddier General Martin Green to
oversee their deployment.

Bruinsburg Road Today Section of Rodney Road

A look at the terrain shows that Union forces caaygproach Port Gibson on two roads.
One was the Bruinsburg Road to the north and theratas the Rodney Road to the
south. In between was a tangled mess of thick brasines, and vines. Maneuver here
would be difficult and any forces aligned along tve roads would have difficulty
communicating. Green had spotty intelligence aade@ that Grant was coming up the
Bruinsburg Road. So, he quickly assigned the ficgips to arrive into this area to cover
what was going to be the Confederate right flank.

Some of the first troops to arrive were a brigafiadlabama regiments commanded by



Edward Tracy. These men had only recently arrivetthé Vicksburg area from
Tennessee. Prior to their arrival they had paitgd in Kirby Smith’s Kentucky

campaign and numerous smaller skirmishes in ea$tanessee. They were foot sore,
tired, and hungry. They must have been anxioususecas they filed into their formation
just as the sun was setting on April 30 they heaedtered shots to the south. As it turned
out these were just skirmishers along the RodnedRwthe vicinity of the Schaifer

home and the Magnolia Church.

As dawn broke the next day the men of thB 2abama awoke to serious gun fire to the
south. Since they were facing west, Tracy orddnecentire brigade to wheel left to cover
his flank. Soon a courier arrived with a requestrfrtGeneral Green to send
reinforcements and ammunition over to Rodney Rbigdreluctantly complied. Then,

two brigades commanded by Union General Peter Ramiercame crashing through the
tangled underbrush toward Tracy. They didn’t adeaiac. Alabama skirmishers and the
brush disorganized the Union thrust. Tracy’s bregadd the 20 Alabama held their
ground for several hours. Then, as more Union saegre fed into the mix the intensity
of the attack in this sector grew. It was at timsetthat Tracy was killed by a bullet to the
neck, and Colonel Isham Garrott assumed command.

By mid morning the Federals started to gain theeupygand. Confederate artillery had
been decimated and their ammunition was running Fawther, Union numbers had
overlapped the Confederate line just where tHe/Al@bama was stationed. Garrott had
no choice but to pull his troops back to almosppadicular to his original line. In his
own words Garrott noted, “At 11 o’clock heavy colusrof the enemy could be clearly
seen, and it appeared evident that if they couldrbaght up to charge that our slender
force would be overwhelmed by vastly superior nuralie

Osterhaus was no aggressive commander though. tedneally arranged his troops,
and the terrain along with the stiff rebel resisamade him cautious. Nevertheless, by
2pm the Union attack was ready. When it finallyedlforward General Green had
already realized that further resistance was usetesl that they had delayed the Union
army as much as possible. He ordered all Confeslévates to withdraw. Those along
the Rodney Road pulled out first. The Alabamianshanright had a more difficult time
since they were still hotly engaged with the Uniorces there. They barely avoided
capture. So ended the small battle of Port Gibkavas the first of several engagements
along the way as Grant resolutely marched towao#aliurg. At the end, Garrott
reported 18 killed, 112 wounded, and another 14&mg.

For me the 142 missing is rather significant. AswVe only just recently discovered, one
of those missing was my great great grandfathehdlicLee. Having served with the®20
Alabama for several months, the end for him cam®anp 1, 1863 at the Battle of Port
Gibson. There he was captured, probably as theatteipted to withdraw. Along with
several others from the 20he was sent north to the POW camp at Alton,diinThere
he remained until exchanged on June 12, 1863 wirsha good thing. An epidemic of
smallpox ravaged the camp later that year anddkdlenost 2,000 prisoners.



I’'m not really sure what he did after being excheshgnd for the remainder of the war.
My guess is that he had enough and soon after movaa area around a small town in
Mississippi called Ackerman or Choctaw at the tiffieere | believe he bought a farm,
got married, and started a family...the family | kntoday.

~Sue Brown
Occupations
Although the 1860’s census straight outestéhat manufacturing in America had
grown so that it provided 1 out of every 6 workikugiericans with a job, America was
still an agrarian society. More Americans were imed in raising crops then any other
occupation. The majority of farmers were sons ohfx. It was not always the case for a
son to follow in the foot steps of his father bather opt for an alternative occupation.

Occupations of the period were divided imgmles, which taxed the body more then
the mind and professions, which taxed the mind ntteee¢hen body. Men who wished to
enter the trades (farriers, founders, drivers,kdatths, engineers) needed specialized
training. A father who could not provide this wow@dange for his son to become an
apprentice to a skilled craftsman. At the end efttiaining the young man could open his
own business or take over the clientele of an atdgitsman who wished his business to
continue beyond his lifetime.

Men who wished to enter a profession, lawyeigjsters, bankers, and
representatives of government, required money,atucand usually social prominence.
A father with money, who wished to improve his sosbcial prominence could send his
son off to a prestigious school where he could fétendships with those who might
help him find a position in society. But don’t fetgwe are in America, the land of self
made men, like Abe Lincoln who swapped their tratkiess upbringing into professions
and prominence. So there are those who would coone the barest in life to be
prominent people in society.

Women, for the most part worked in the home tbeate were a substantial amount who
worked part or full time outside of the home. Rs#Hional women, (governess, teacher,
domestic servant) and women craftsmen, (factorkerst, farriers, founders, drivers,
blacksmiths), were more common in mid- nineteesetitury then believed.

During this time, the household developed atmit of consumption more then a unit
of production. For example, during colonial time®men weaved their fabric then made
their clothes from that fabric. Now she would by Fabric to make the clothes. But still,
household chores were time consuming and physidatlyanding. Women did have help
from their children or the female relatives who eatm live with them.




Some girls, during this time, did take jobsside the home, generally this was an
intermediate step between school and marriagefédteries that employed the girls,
encouraged for respectable girls from the surrcugnéarms to work for a few years,
which supplied the factories with cheap dependittler and then return back to their
communities to marry. Employment records show fénatstayed for very many years
and the accounts left by these girls themselvelscate that they considered their jobs to
be temporary arrangements.

Civil War Quiz

Born in Massachusetts, graduated from Dartmouthnaoved to Vermont where his mother was
born and where he hung out his shingle as an atfdrafore the war. He was initially commissioned a
lieutenant-colonel and later a brigadier generainduthe war. He saw very little combat but prolyaid
the largest impact on Vermont’s role in the CiviaWw Name this man.

(Answer to last month’s quiz: JustiMorrill, Vermont Representative to the House of
Representatives, offered this as an amendment to a pro-Southern resolution which had been

submitted by Arkansas Representative Albert Rust. Morrill's amendment was rejected.)






