CHAMPLAIN VALLEY HISTORIC REENACTORS
2nd Vermont Volunteer Infantry, Co. A;

Ist Vermont Cavalry, Co. K;
Vermont Brigade Field Dressing Station

and associated Green Mountain Citizens
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- August 26-28

~Sue Brown
Redwolf363@aoirco

The 18 Annual Civil War Reenactment and Living History gkend will once again
be held at Robert Moses State Park near MassemaYNk. The event is scheduled for
Saturday and Sunday, August 26-28, 2011, with nedisn and set up beginning on
Friday afternoon, July 26th.

Plans are underway for many activities throughloe weekend including children’s
games, ladies’ activities, battles both days, &édtasuction, displays, demonstrations and
informational talks. As usual we will provide hdiyewood, and some meal rations to all
pre-registered participants. Please mark Augu&6&011 on your calendars and plan to
spend the weekend camping on the beautiful St. &aee River!

August 27" -28"

~Jim Buell
Jimmyb658@msn.com
Dave Grimm, Executive Director for the Champlainl®faExposition, has invited us
to come to the fair as their guests, to set uppari@n a living history display as the Civil
War celebrates the beginning of the 15@squicentennial events. This is an excellent
opportunity to show our stuff, talk to A LOT of plidoabout the Civil War. We will see a
lot of people which is an excellent time to recruit

We need to man our area from 10:00 till 22:0¢heday. If you wish to stay over, that is
also OK, we will have a key to use the facilitiesioh is right next to the area where we
will be set up. The bathrooms even include shoilmth men’s and women’s)!! We
would need to set up tents (and there won't bartaay) on Friday, otherwise folks can
come in Saturday morning. On Sunday, we can kiedimeak down before the end of
our 12 hour day, but we do need to keep a smadlepiee at the area until 22:00. We will
fire twice each day, so powder and caps will beeasary. We will have a campfire and
will cook period food so that the public can seatwhe eat.

So, if you could let me know what time you migletable to give, that will help me
begin to put together a roster so that we can énsaverage without encroaching too
much on each individual and your family.

Let me know if you are interested in;
- Being there on Friday night to get set up andld/de interested in staying overnight....
- Being there for the entire 12 hour shift on Saéyror Sunday....
- Or, | can help for a few hours on Saturday ordayror both.
- Or, this sounds great, | can be there for theestime.
We will be located on a plot of ground that &xnto the Miller building. Two buildings




together form an L and we would be in this spataBé respond ASAP after you have
read this e-mail and have had an opportunity t& ktojour calendar. If | can, | would
like to try and get some kind of schedule togethieMemorial Day so that we can see if
there are any holes that would need to be filled.

Thanks in advance...

2" Sgt. Jim B.

— September 15— 18"
~ John Grof
vicrag@@somecast.net

The Tunbridge World’s Fair will be held Tsday September Through Sunday
September 18 This event is 4 days and the small encampmeifiteco€ VHR on Antique
Hill has a constant flow of people, literally iretthousands. Thursday is Agricultural
Education Day and many, many school children cqrmyiding a great chance for the
CVHR to provide insight to Vermont's role in thev@iWar, and the life of men &
women during the war. There can’'t be enough saitlthe Tunbridge World’s Fair is an
institution and there are some incredible sights sounds to be had.

The people you meet at the Fair come frorwalks of life and you never know who
you will speak with, whether it is a farmer who lzadirect relative who served in a
Vermont regiment, a Marine who served in the Patifeater during WWII, or some of
Vermont's celebrities and politicians. It is alseat to interact with the other folks
working on Antique Hill, such as the storekeepkadies cooking, machinists,
blacksmiths, musicians, woodworkers, and of cothisecider-makers.

To get a sense of the Fair, you can checkhaubfficial web site at
http://www.tunbridgefair.com/ or a great video médyeSeven Days last year at
http://www.7dvt.com/2009tunbridge-worlds-fair

There is a need for a dozen plus volunteecever the 4 days, from a few hours to a
few days, and any time at the Fair is well worthPiease contact thelst Sgt. Croft at
cvhri@comcast.net or via telephone at (802) 87M3dDe added to the Roster.

September 1%

Michael Blakeslee
vtinf@gmavt.net

Chaplain Blakeslee was contacted and agreed émd speak to the Bristol Historical
Society. This is an opportunity to talk about theilGVar and what we do to a group of
folks who also have a passion for keeping histtweas we do. They may be just doing
it on a smaller scale and focusing on Bristol Inet$ame passion is there. Let the good
Chaplain know if you are able to give him a harat #vening, the experience will be
well worth it.




November 14
~Steve Smith
stevooo99@gmail.com
_ Suzanne Furst of the Colchester Historical Sodieg/asked if CVHRI would be
interested in about a 2 hour presentation MondayeNdber 14 at their meeting at the
restored Colchester Town Hall or Church, (Locatmibe determined.) at 7pm. Please let
Steve know if you can make it!










August:

August 29 - Drill at Cpl Hendee’s, Starksboro, VT
August 5-7 -Windham, NY (Civil War music gathering)
August 6th - 7th WeedoQuebec

August 13' — 14th Woodbury, CT



August 20 - Hillsborough Cav
August 28' —28"- Massena, NY
August 21" -28"- Champlain Valley Fair

September 18' — 18" Tunbridge World’s Fair, Tunbridge, VT

September 18- Bristol Historical Society

September 17-19 - Saratoga, NY 5th Annual Sargspgengs Civil War Living History
Encampment at Hist@ongress Park

September 16— 18" Lewis, NY

September 23— 258" — German Flats, NY

September 30— October ¥ - Old Mill Village, PA

October:

October &' - Drill at Cpl Hendee’s, Starksboro, VT

November 14 - Indoor Presentation Colchester Hsb6Society, Colchester, VT
October 14 — 16th Cedar Creek — Middletown, VA

November:

November 8 - Boy Scouts Veterans Day Parade

November 1% - Colchester Historical Society

November 18 - Remembrance Day Parade Gettysburg, PA

December:
December 10 Annual Meeting

~Steve Smith
The Ragged Rebel

One of the exciting aspects of a Manassas reenatime opportunity to see many uniform
variations. At no other time in the Civil War wehtere so many different uniforms on the field
at the same time. Consequently, a motivating imiteefrom 158 Manassas was to look into the
state of attire that the Confederates had in teasly days.

Probably one of the biggest misconceptions isttiaConfederates were always ragged and
worn. In general, beginning in 1863 the Confedesatdier was well equipped with everything
they needed being issued. Even as late as earfyth88Confederate Quartermaster Department
is on record as having issued more clothing tham ¢ke regulations called for. As truthful as
this may be, it did not account for poor distriloutior waste. The Department records indicate



that between October 1864 and January 1865 the AfrNyprthern Virginia was issued 104,199
jackets, 140,578 trousers, 167,862 shoes, and 2B ¢atton shirts among other things. When
you take into consideration that the ANV’s totaksigth was 49,521, these figures indicate there
was enough for all.

What the above does not reveal is that even ththeghumbers show there were enough items to
go around, they may not have been enough to acéouwear and tear. The average pair of
trousers for a Confederate infantryman was thotagbe worn out after only a month in the

field. This suggests that the generous issues cmillave kept up.

In the beginning of the war and until December 1868 Confederacy relied upon the
“commutation system” to supply its troops. This miegthat each soldier was expected to supply
his own clothing, for which he would be paid abt@#l rate. This system meant that many
Confederate soldiers would be serving in plainli@wiclothes and parts of uniforms through
1862 and was especially prevalent in the West.

The variance in appearance from one fully suppliedfederate soldier to another could be
extreme. A Union soldier described a dead Confedersicarrying an Enfield musket, a British
made cartridge box, a pair of torn trousers, aggdhirt, torn straw hat, and a haversack which
included a jack knife, a plug of tobacco, tin caparsely cracked corn, and a little salt. That was
it. There is also an account of another rebel feofennessee regiment who carried two quilts,
three blankets, a gum oil cloth, overcoat, axe;het; camp-kettle, coffee pot...all this in
addition to knapsack, haversack, cartridge boxtezan gun, and three days rations.

The Confederate Quartermaster Department triedte b standard uniform issue which
included light blue kersey wool trousers and a gaaket, but the availability of the cloth to
supply the entire army was never quite suffici&ven if it was there is plenty of evidence that
most Confederate soldiers simply preferred thein afwice in obtaining the items they needed
whether that came from a regional supply depotanfhome.

One of the more interesting discussions regardimgf&€lerate dress that affects modern day
reenactors is that regarding the wear of buttong @ the Union naval blockade brass buttons
were very expensive. Consequently, copper and pdwtéons were issued. However, due to
poverty and lack on manufacturing facilities thestnmommon buttons used by enlisted troops
were wooden or bone. In fact, brass buttons werargand so often associated with more
wealthy officers, that the term “Brass Buttons” waed to describe an officer. Therefore, it is
more than likely that a modern Confederate reenaictmnit dressed in brass buttons is
inaccurate.



If you examine the various items of clothing andadrements that Confederate soldiers wore,
you realize that the term “ragged” is probably moiten than not referring to a variety and less
to a quality. This is one reason why portrayingomf@derate impression is considered by many
to be more enjoyable. There is variety in the usktgpes of jackets, trousers, shirts, waistcoats,
headgear, to even that of gaiters, cravats, drawecks, and overcoats. This variety is found
unit to unit, theatre to theatre, and soldier toligo. Such variety also speaks to the amount of
work and research necessary if one wants to bieftftaind authentic.

It's may not be easy being a good old rebel, baait be fun. Be sure and check out the Osprey
Men at Arms Series for more information and desaithe Confederate artillery, cavalry, and
infantry branches.

~Susan Brown

We tend to think of War as a man’s cruel game.thif& of it as the men shooting rifles or
cannons, we think of the men who picked the wourafédhe battle field or the men who
tended to them. And we think about the men wharclgp after the battle, whether it be burying
the dead or picking up the debris. We forget abloogse whose lives it touched. We forget about
the civilians and how they would get caught in bla¢tles. But more so, we forget about the
children who witnessed the horror as no child sti@vier have to.

During the battle of Gettysburg, civilians weeight in the cross fire of the two armies, many
fleeing the town thinking they were heading foresadites out in the country. Many civilians
sought out their basements for safety, stayingetfarthree days while waiting and wondering,
often times, to what was happen not only outsidé pfiany times above their heads in their very
own homes.

Tillie Pierce, 15, lived on Baltimore Streettawn. For her safety, Tillie was sent to the
Wiekert farm with a neighbor, Mrs. Shriver, and Beshildren. They ended up, however, behind
the Union lines. Not long after reaching the Wi¢kesrm, there was an explosion of a caisson
which Tillie witnessed a man being thrown high itfte air, come down in a wheat field nearby.
He was picked up and carried into the house. Asassed by, Tillie saw “ that his eyes are
blown out and his whole person seems to be on& bhass.” Tillie’'s main job here would be to
pass out water to the soldiers, wounded and orsssrgpby the place. When the infantry was
going by, she noticed a “poor worn out looking $acrawling about on his hands and knees.
An officer yelled at him, with cursing, to get upcamarch. The poor fellow said he could not,
where upon the officer, raising his sword struak ldiown 3 or 4 times. The officer passed caring
little what he had done. Some of his comrades e¢ @icked up the prostrate form and carried
the unfortunate man into the house. After sevesat$ of hard work the sufferer was brought
back to consciousness. He seemed quite a youngamdmnyas suffering from sunstroke received
from the march. As they were carrying him in, savhéhe men who had witnessed this act of



brutality remarked: ‘We will mark that officer fainis.”

O n the first day of the battle, 9 year old 8a8lushman was heading to her grandparents house
with her family. She had her little brother by thend, when in the throng of people they were
separated from their parents. Not being able t $adie and her brother, her parents turned
around and went back to town. Through an opern atight grip on her brother, a shell brushed
her skirt. She almost staggered from the percudsion it when a man grabbed her arm, said to
her “That was a close call. Come with me and huirlie man was Union surgeon Benjamin F
Lyford. He took Sadie back to where he had estadtisan army corps hospital, at her
grandparents house and put her to work. (Her jabtovgive water to a man while his leg was
being cut off. Sadie went on to say that while wias ready to faint and was trembling so bad,
she had more fear of the Doctor with his commanguige.) After the battle was over and Sadie
returned home, but could not be kept there. Shaway to work at the hospital the USCC had
started, to be a nurse. At night, when she wouldrmehome, she would get a whipping for
going, but would return to nurse the sick men thet day. She was an innocent girl that became
well loved by those men. (Just a side note hesesdifdier who lost his leg never forgot about
Sadie. He remembered her kindness and her andadvemteward her, but was never able to do
so. His words, "Now, boys, see justice done herhigroine of Gettysburg.”
http://www.chapmangrant.com/friends/newspaper/N2183 12 GC_BushmanSadie.pdf

July 12, Sunday, Liberty Hollinger, 16 years,dftbk her younger sister Annie, 9, to tour the
battlefield. They went between the clearing ofgSuHill and Cemetery Hill, where they
noticed, in particular, 2 boys on their knees lngkat something with great interest. When
Liberty and Annie got over to where the boys whérey found a severed hand, dried almost to
parchment so that it looked like it was coverechvaitkid glove. Annie picked it up, the boys
being amazed a girl would even touch it. The mbeegroup looked at it, the less repulsive it
became, to the point where Liberty commented on lsowall the fingers looked and that it must
have belonged to a very young soldier or someoremnetwer worked with their hands.

Albertus McCreary, 12, witnessed many thingsrduthe battle. He saw the second floor of
the O'Neil home used as a headquarters for GeBerall. He also withessed General Lee and
his aides stop in front of the home to watch thiglédour blocks to the south. He always
witnessed many horrific sights during the battld days after, but the worse for him, when he
considered himself “hardened” to such scenes, wes stuck with him through the years, was
the death of Allen Frazier, a schoolmate. Fraz&s in the process of telling Russell Briggs,
(who was in town for the cemetery dedication ad a®retrieve the remains of his son, Cpl.
George Briggs of the 72PA), that he should not be opening the shell agd=trying to do
because that is was a very dangerous thing tdBdliggs had found the shell on the battlefield.)
The shell exploded, blowing away Frazier bowelBing him instantly. Briggs was nearly torn
to pieces, his hands hanging in shreds. BriggslJibet lost both hands and a leg.

~ Dan Celik

At the advent of the war many men were herdedlartge camps. These camps were
breeding grounds for diseases like measles, chipk&nand small-pox. Many soldiers
were from the rural areas and were never expossddo diseases therefore, leaving
them without immunity. Unclean camp conditions alswe way to many diseases and



sicknesses. Surgeon Julian Chisolm concluded, ‘i@oed exposure . . . indifferent
clothing, want of cleanliness . . . infected tesmsl camps. . . .” were all leading causes of
southern deaths.

In May 1863, General Order No. 52 was issued ferAtmy of the Potomac which
summarized that each camp should be set the sanmevoground, have a drainage
system, refuse burned, and located latrines aveay the camp’s water source. However,
the armies were so large things did not alwaysecbthemselves as Surgeon Melvin
Hyde describes, “The water we get here is genevally bad for there are so many
soldiers here to use it that the wells and sprgedsiry the 1 day and very muddy. . . .”

Charles Martin
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( PLEASE feel free to send stuff to Sue Bratvredwolf363@aol.comvith anything you
want! We are always looking for info to share!)

We want to send our deepest sympathieBrtoProctor and his Family on the passing of



his Dad, from all of your family at CVHR.
Congratulations to Peter Laramie for getting his drivers license! Peter got hisise
and headed right off to Manassas!

Congratulations to Mike Frisbie for becoming a Rotarian!

Libby Prison - Commandant Dr. Thomas P. Turner. Built in 1848, building was a
three-story, canal-front warehouse next to the 3drieer. It was a converted
commission merchant’s and ship chandler’'s warehamsamandeered by the
government in 1862. Known as Libby & Sons. Citgsts surrounded building on 3
sides. Entrance fronted 12th Street. It was 8@itte, 110 ft. in length. A tier of
dungeons, formerly an unused storage area, haddoestructed under the sidewalk. In
the rear and to the west the land sloped away,sxgthe basement and giving the
appearance of a fourth floor. Time had discolotedwalls. It had rough-hewn doors and
rusting windows. To the east was a small open fedtitained by a ten-foot-high wooden
fence. A storage building stood beyond, maskingitid from easy line of sight. A short
distance south, the James flowed swift and deep stlih’s reflection from the water
made Libby unbearably hot in the summertime. Theaeoe lobby was converted into a
small guardroom. Beyond the sturdy oak door, tdefteand separated from the
guardroom by a thick brick wall, was a room 4Mit.50 ft. deep with scarred walls and a
splintery plank floor. The room encompassed ndalfthe first floor (it was a former
kitchen). A prominent fireplace covered part of taewall. Had a row of tin washbasins
and a wooden trough that served as a bathtub athlee end. A dozen wooden stools and
hard-bottomed chairs were scattered about. Thasaners were allowed to roam
unguarded during the day. 5 other rooms of sinsilze and appointments were used for
sleeping. Debris filled the basement, which haeéathen floor.






